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9:00-9:50
Opening

Moderator: Jinyoung Park (JISEAS)
» Welcome: Je Seong Jeon (President,
KASEAS)
» Opening: Fumiharu Mieno (Director,
CSEAS)
= Keynote “Sea Cucumber Matters: A
Genealogy and Significance of the Studies on
Southeast Asian Maritime Worlds in Japan”

Kazufumi Nagatsu (President, JSSEAS/ Toyo
University)

10:00-12:00
Panel 1: Diaspora, Interface, and Negotiation:

Understanding the Dynamics of Southeast

Asia from the Perspective of Sea Peoples

Moderator: Kazufumi Nagatsu (Toyo
University)

» “Mobility and Fluidity in the Maritime
World: A Case of Boatbuilders in South
Sulawesi, Indonesia”

Tsukiko Myojo (JSPS/Toyo University)
Discussant: Sun-kee Hong (Mokpo National
University)

= “Octopus Cyanea as a New Commodity in
the Southeast Asian Maritime World:
Focusing on Fishing by Sama- Bajau People
and Its Distribution”

Makibi Nakano (Toyo University)
Discussant: ~ Kyungmuk Lee (Jeonbuk
National University)

» “The “Water Frontier” since the 20th
Century: Focusing on the Mekong River Basin
Societies between Vietnam and Cambodia”
Hisashi Shimojo (Kobe University)
Discussant: Heejin Han (Pukyong National
University)

» “Contemporary Dynamics of the Bay of
Bengal Maritime World: A Case of Tamil
Muslim diaspora in Malaysia”

Sakine Nakajima (Kyoto University)
Discussant: ~ Seok-Joon, Hong (Mokpo
National University)

13:30-15:30
Panel 2: Internet and Social Media, Creating

Discourses and Social Change

Moderator:  Jangsik Park (Dong-A
University)
» “Is Political TikTok Hollowing Out the
Democracy in Indonesia?”
Masaaki Okamoto (Kyoto University),




%1215 (2024411 H)

Nobuaki Yagi (Kyoto University), Genta

Kuno (Kyoto University)

Discussant: Jeonghun Park (Busan National
University)

» “Social Media and Internet Fundraising for
the Spring Revolution of Myanmar”

Jinyoung Park (JISEAS), Myo Hein (Seoul
National University)
Discussant: Genta Kuno (Kyoto University)

» “Writing History Based on National
Solidarity Image: Myanmar ‘Authority’s
Arbitrary Reference to the Narrative by a Shan
Activist: Htun Myint”

Taihei Kikuchi (Kyoto University)
Discussant: Kihong Mun (Pukyong National
University)

Panel 3: Finance, Investment, and Political

Economy
Moderator: Yeonsik Jeong (Changwon

National University)

= “Macroeconomic Imbalance, External Debt,
and the Financial System in Laos”

Fumiharu Mieno (Kyoto University), Kazue
Demachi (Kyoto University of Foreign
Studies)

Discussant: Yohan Lee (Busan University of
Foreign Studies)

» “Forging Digital Diplomacy: Korea’s
Investments in Indonesia’s Tech Sector”
Zulfikar Rakhmat (Busan University of
Foreign Studies), Bahariviansyah Aimar
Rakhmat (Researcher)

Discussant: Heeryang Ra (Pukyong National
University)

* “The 2nd Doi Moi Underway: The Political
System Renovation and the Future of
Vietnam’s Economic Development”

Yong Kyun Kim (Seoul National University)
Discussant:  Fumiharu  Mieno (Kyoto
University)

15:40-17:40
Panel 4: Power, Knowledge and History

Moderator: Woonkyung Yeo (Seoul
National University)
» “Preserving Indigenous Knowledge for
Effective Disaster Management in Indonesia”
Bo Kyeung Gu (Busan University of Foreign
Studies)
Discussant: Tsukiko Myojo (Toyo University)
» “The Pragmatic Modernism of the
Indonesian Think Tank CSIS in the New
Order”
Sony Karsono (Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies)
Discussant:  Masaaki Okamoto  (Kyoto
University)
» “Counterinsurgency Era and Cold War
History in Thailand”
Sinae Hyun (Sogang University)
Discussant: Hisashi Shimojo (Kobe
University)

Panel 5: Division and Distinction: The

Identity Politics

Moderator: Dong-Yeob Kim (Busan
University of Foreign Studies)
» “Gating against Liberalism? Illiberal
Escapism in Jakarta”
Genta Kuno (Kyoto University)
Discussant: Jeehun Kim (Inha University)
» “The Ritual of Blessing, Migration, and
Ethnicity in Banda, Indonesia”
Seung-Won Song (Hankuk University of
Foreign Studies)
Discussant: Makibi
University)

Nakano (Toyo

» “Border as a Site of Interpellation and
‘Tourists”  Self-

9999

Subjectivation:  Thai
censorship in the Case of “#Ban Korea
Hyun-jung Chae (Duksung Women'’s
University)

Discussant: ~ Sakine  Nakajima  (Kyoto

University)
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KEYNOTE SPEECH
“Sea Cucumber Matters: A Genealogy and

Significance of the Studies on Southeast Asian

Maritime Worlds in Japan”

Kazufumi Nagatsu (President, JSSEAS/ Toyo
University)

In 1814, the British navigator Matthew
Flinders encountered the Makassan in the
Gulf of Carpentaria in northern Australia.
Makassan was the collective name for a group
of sea peoples from the island of Sulawesi and
the surrounding regions (part of present-day
Indonesia). The Makassans harvested sea
cucumbers on the coast to be dried, processed,
and exported to China. Thus, by the early 19th
century, the sea peoples had reached every
corner of Southeast Asian seas, even the coast
of Australia, in search of specialty marine or
forest products, including sea cucumbers;
these natural products have been long-lasting
global commodities in Southeast Asia.

In Southeast Asian studies, the “Southeast
Asian maritime world” roughly encapsulates a
that spans the
Southeast Asian islands and littorals. The

socio-cultural ecosphere
movements of the sea peoples, driven by the
search for, gathering of, and trade in the global
commodities mentioned above, provide a key
the

continuing vitality of this maritime world.

to understanding formation and

In Japan, studies of this maritime world
have paid much attention to its borderless and
fluid nature, criticizing a view of the
humanities and social sciences that presumes
nation-states as a frame of reference. These
studies have also brought to the forefront
social elements typically confirmed among the
sea peoples, like mobility, fluidity, or hybridity,
which Japan’s conventional humanities and
social sciences have long overlooked. I assume

that the sea peoples have maintained a

10

vernacular type of ethnic symbiosis based on

such social mobility, fluidity, or hybridity.
With a focus on the

dynamics and mobility of sea peoples, my

socio-historical

speech aims to trace the genealogy of the
studies on the “Southeast Asian maritime
world,” review their ideological background,
and reassess their academic significance in
Japan. Southeast Asian studies in Japan have
helped to

understandings of their own societies. I hope

relativize rigid and static
that this experience might serve as a reference
for the academic development of Southeast
Asian studies in Korea and other East Asian

countries.

PANEL 1:
Negotiation: Understanding the Dynamics of

Diaspora, Interface, and

Southeast Asia from the Perspective of Sea

Peoples

“Mobility and Fluidity in the Maritime World:
A Case of Boatbuilders in South Sulawesi,
Indonesia”

Tsukiko Myojo (JSPS/Toyo University)

“Octopus Cyanea as a New Commodity in the
Southeast Asian Maritime World: Focusing on
Fishing by Sama- Bajau People and Its
Distribution”

Makibi Nakano (Toyo University)

“The “Water the 20th
Century: Focusing on the Mekong River Basin

Frontier” since

Societies between Vietnam and Cambodia”
Hisashi Shimojo (Kobe University)

“Contemporary Dynamics of the Bay of
Bengal Maritime World: A Case of Tamil
Muslim diaspora in Malaysia”

Sakine Nakajima (Kyoto University)

This panel will present the latest research by
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Japanese scholars on the “Southeast Asian
maritime world,” a socio-cultural ecosphere
encompassing the islands and littorals of
Southeast Asia that are intimately connected
by the sea. Scholars of Southeast Asian Studies
share the consensual understanding that the
historically recurring migratory movements of
sea peoples linked the islands and littorals
economically and socio-culturally, facilitating
the formation of this unique historical geo-
body. Here, we briefly define sea people as a
prototypical group formed on the basis of the
ecological environment of the Southeast Asian
maritime world, i.e. an archipelagic terrain
where tropical seas and rainforests are of
dominant trait. The speakers will discuss the
socio-historical dynamics of these sea peoples,
drawing on their recent fieldwork in Vietnam,
Cambodia, Malaysia, and Indonesia. The
discussions will shed light on the migration or
diaspora of sea peoples, the interface between
them and neighboring societies, and their
negotiation with the outside global world.

Dr Myojo discusses the patterns of mobility
and fluidity of the Konjo boatbuilders of South
Sulawesi, renowned for their construction of
large wooden boats such as the Pinisi. Her
ethnographic study provides a detailed insight
into how these craftsmen work in and move
between different locations across South
Sulawesi and Indonesia, constantly seeking new
through their
ethnic and inter-ethnic networks.

boat-building opportunities

Dr Nakano analyses recent changes in the
fishing activities and mobility of the Sama-Bajau,
one of Southeast Asia's most emblematic
groups of seafarers. Drawing on recent
fieldwork in the Banggai Islands of eastern
Indonesia, she highlights how the Sama-Bajau
flexibly their

practices and mobility in response to the

have reorganized fishing
demands of local, national, and global markets

over the past decade.

11

Focusing on the ethnic hybridity, social
fluidity, and informal economies that have
emerged in the Mekong River Basin, Dr.
Shimojo argues that the “intangible spaces” of
the states straddling Vietnam and Cambodia
expanded in the late twentieth century and
that these spaces have been subject to state
intervention since the twenty-first century.

Ms. the

continuity of the maritime world of the Indian

Nakajima examines historical

Ocean with a particular focus on the
contemporary diaspora of the Tamil Muslim
migrants in Malaysia. Her study shows that
which to the

complex web of trade, cultural exchange, and

maritime networks, refer
migration routes that historically spanned the
Indian Ocean, continue to serve as the
foundation of the Indian Ocean maritime world,

transcending modern nation-state boundaries.

PANEL 2:
Creating Discourses and Social Change

Internet and Social Media,

“Is Political TikTok Hollowing Out the
Democracy in Indonesia?”

Masaaki Okamoto (Kyoto University)

Nobuaki Yagi (Kyoto University)

Genta Kuno (Kyoto University)

The rapid technological development has
constantly introduced new tools for the elections
all over the world. Social media has been
changing the electoral landscape since the start
of the 21st century. Textual social media such as
Facebook and Twitter has been politicized, and
then came visual social media such as Instagram
and YouTube. In the 2010s, Al and big data
became the electoral tools for micro-targeting
and precise election result prediction. In the
late 2010s, the new political tools emerged:
TikTok and Generative Al. The Indonesian
presidential election in 2024 was the first time
when TikTok and Generative Al were utilized in
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the Indonesian election. This paper focuses on
how TikTok was used in the election in
Indonesia.

A Chinese-origin TikTok is a short video
application mainly targeted at the younger
generation. TikTok has become one of the most
popular social media since its birth in 2017
because anyone can easily make funny dance
videos, and its superb algorithm provides
users with videos tailored to his/her interests.
TikTok was just for fun and apolitical at first,
but politicians found its political usefulness,
and its politicization soon started. Politicians
and their supporters have created their own
TikTok during the
However, most content is neither about the

political campaign.
politicians’ platforms nor their visions and
missions. They are casual, light, funny, and not
substantial. In that sense, political TikTok is,
according to some scholars, uniquely for

politainment.
This paper analyzes the strategies of
presidential election campaign teams on

TikTok, quantifies the use of TikTok in the
election, and evaluates the meaning of the
emergence of short videos on the progress and
decay of democracy in Indonesia.

“Social Media and Internet Fundraising for
the Spring Revolution of Myanmar”

Jinyoung Park (JISEAS)

Myo Hein (Seoul National University)

Everything needs money. It is also true for
the
struggles of people in Myanmar against the

the Spring Revolution, named for
military junta after the February 2021 coup
d’état. While international communities have
been reluctant to intervene in civil-war-like
situations in Myanmar or to support the anti-
military groups financially, it is mostly
Myanmar people, both locals and diasporas,

who have been bolstering the over three-year
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resistance movement, including military
actions. This study explores the innovative
funding methods used by anti-military groups
to finance the resistance movement. The
National Unity Government (NUG), a parallel
government formed by opposition lawmakers,
has been using innovative and tech-savvy ways,
from real estate auctions to cryptocurrencies,
and diaspora communities have added their
undeclining fundraising efforts with creative
means mostly through the internet. As a result,
the anti-military groups have raised hundreds of
millions of dollars, which may not be enough
to cover all the expenses but big enough to
encourage them to continue their fights. This
paper argues that while the internet and social
media are essential for their fundraising drives,
the success's core connects the participation
and ownership of the movement with donation.

“Writing History Based on National Solidarity
‘Authority’s
Reference to the Narrative by a Shan Activist:
Htun Myint”

Taihei Kikuchi (Kyoto University)

Image: Myanmar Arbitrary

This presentation examines the process of
molding the official history of the Panglong
Conference, which was held in February 1947
in Myanmar. According to the history shaped
by the Burma Socialist Programme Party
(BSPP), the Burmese nationalist leader Aung
San and the minority representatives agreed to
establish the union state. Hence, “Pangnlong”
is interpreted as the symbol of national
solidarity today. While the BSPP used the
above history to appeal its legitimacy, it
viewed the military as a guardian of the
multiracial country. The “national solidarity”
image of the Panglong Conference was
reinforced under restricted freedom of speech.
During the critical moment of the 8888

uprising, the Committee for the Compilation
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of Authentic Facts of Myanmar History again
edited the history of the Panglong Conference.
To make history more inclusive and to base it
the

Committee used the narratives of various

on the “national solidarity” image,
people who joined the event.

Htun Myint was one of them. He founded
the Shan State Freedom League, and he
referred to the Panglong Conference as a
means of requesting minorities' rights after

From 1953 to 1961, he
published five political pamphlets. He first

Independence.

wanted equal rights among the Shan people,
the Chiefs'
governing system as feudalism, and demanded
that it be abolished. However, his focus
changed to political and economic inequality

criticized hereditary =~ Shan

between Burma Proper and the Shan State. He
pointed out the disadvantages of the Shan State
in terms of natural resources and its budget. To
solve them, Htun Myint called for the
realization of the federal system.

the the

Compilation of Authentic Facts of Myanmar

However, Committee  for
History hid Htun Myint's political views and
accepted only those parts of his narrative that
supported their position.

The Committee, which compiled the history
under the direction of SLORC, drew a more
empirical history by referring to the narratives
of Shan activists who were concerned with the
Panglong  Conference. By  collecting
testimonies from people involved in the Shan
State Freedom League, the image of ethnic
minorities willing to proactively participate in
the Union of Myanmar was created. At this
time, the Shan State Freedom League's
political movement was interpreted as highly
simplified. The historical account of the
Panglong Conference under the junta's rule
only included the Htun Myint's desire to join
the Union. It omitted the purpose of the

narrative, historical background, and specific
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arguments. In this way, an image of a history of
national unity was formed that legitimized the
rule of the military while claiming national
reconciliation and ignoring Htun Myint's
essential claims.

PANEL 3: Finance, Investment, and Political
Economy

Macroeconomic Imbalance, External Debt,
and the Financial System in Laos”

Fumiharu Mieno (Kyoto University)

Kazue Demachi (Kyoto University of

Foreign Studies)

debt

macroeconomic destabilization in Laos are

External public exacerbation and
attributed to the subsequent complications of
excessive foreign capital investments in the
mining, power, and transport infrastructure
sectors during the economic boom of the 2010s.
This study examines the Lao economy from
three perspectives: real sector growth, the
characteristics of external fundraising, and the
domestic financial system. Our findings
suggest that the external debt issue still
appears to be under control, real sector growth
is expected to be strong in the medium term, and
the less-developed financial system has not
realized its potential for fiscal financing and
macroeconomic stability.
Digital Korea’s
Investments in Indonesia’s Tech Sector”
Zulfikar Rakhmat (Busan University of

Foreign Studies)

“Forging Diplomacy:

Bahariviansyah Aimar Rakhmat (Researcher)

This paper explores the burgeoning
relationship between Indonesia and Korea
within the context of digital investments and
technological the

establishment of diplomatic ties in 1973, the

collaboration.  Since
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partnership between Jakarta and Seoul has
evolved significantly, with a particular focus on
enhancing bilateral trade and investment. In
recent years, the digital sector has emerged as a
key area of cooperation, with Korea making
substantial investments in Indonesia's digital
infrastructure. This article delves into Korea's
investments in Indonesia's digital sector,
analyzing the strategic motivations behind
these investments. It also highlights the
potential for future collaborations and outlines

recommendations for strengthening the
partnership. Through an in-depth
examination of digital diplomacy, major

investments, and strategic drivers, this paper
provides valuable insights into the evolving
Indonesia-Korea relationship in the digital age.

“The 2nd Doi Moi Underway: The Political
the
Vietnam’s Economic Development”

System Renovation and Future of

Yong Kyun Kim (Seoul National University)

In this paper, 1 articulate the following
arguments concerning the political economy of
Vietnam's economic development. 1) Vietnam
stands at a critical juncture, facing the looming
risk of falling into a middle-income trap unless
it successfully renovates its political system. 2)
Since 2013, the Vietnamese Communist Party
(VCP) has initiated a crucial political system
reform known as “building and correcting the
Party.” This reform endeavors to augment the
Party's governance capabilities and modernize
the state's administrative framework, aligning
with the essential needs of Vietnam. 3)
Vietnam must persist in its endeavors to
renovate the political system, concurrently
steering its trajectory towards striking a balance
between state capacity on one hand and
upholding the principles of the rule of law and
democratic accountability on the other. 4) The

realization of four distinct futures hinges on
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the outcome of Vietnam's pursuit of these dual
dimensions of reform direction. Depending
on whether Vietnam successfully attains both,
either, or none of these objectives, the nation's
future trajectory will be determined.

PANEL 4: Power, Knowledge and History

“Preserving Indigenous Knowledge for
Effective Disaster Management in Indonesia”
Bo Kyeung Gu (Busan University of Foreign

Studies)

As a disaster-prone country, Indonesia has
long been familiar with natural hazards. Even
before advanced technology arrived, our
Indonesian ancestors developed their own
ways to prevent and mitigate disasters — and to
live in harmony with natural hazards. This local
wisdom has been passed through generations
and still remains effective.

Before scientific discussions for disaster
mitigation existed, Indonesian society applied
local wisdom, or the knowledge of Adat, to
mitigate disasters, and houses are one of the
disaster factors.

“Rumat adat”

important management

Indonesia's is a traditional
house built in the style of an indigenous
building and is built with wood, bamboo,
wooden nails, and light natural materials to
prepare for disasters in accordance with
traditional laws, taboos, myths, and religion.
The roof is easily available, and coconut and
sugar cane leaves are used and designed to tilt
steeply, which will cause less casualties even if
it flies or collapses in a typhoon, allowing heavy
rain to fall quickly. To prepare for floods and
heavy rain, a stone or pile of mud is used as a
support and a pillar is erected high on it,
emptying the first floor, and living on the
second floor.

One example of local wisdom that is still being
well implemented today to prevent disasters can
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be found within the Baduy community in West
Java, Indonesia. Despite the numerous natural
hazards in the area, there are no recorded
flooding events. Furthermore, there is very
little — if any — recorded building damage
when earthquakes have occured. This is due to
a strict local regulation — known as pikukuh —
that the community enforces amongst its
members. In addition, various traditional
disaster response methods exist, such as
Rumah Gadang of Minangkabau people in
Sumatra, Tongkonan of Toraja people in
and Rumah Baluk of the
Bidayuh(Dayak) people in Kalimantan.

Sulawesi,

Local wisdom can be applied as an effective
instrument to undertake hazard and disaster in
many communities. This study aims to prove
the usefulness of this knowledge in disaster
risk reduction through case studies conducted
with indigenous cultures. In addition, in order
to protect the disappearing indigenous culture,
the direction of support through cultural
development cooperation will be considered.

“The Pragmatic Modernism of the Indonesian

Think Tank CSIS in the New Order”

Sony Karsono (Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies)

As far as public discourse about society is
the
and

concerned, once-popular  keywords

“modernity” “modernization”  have
become passé in 21st-century Indonesia. Yet,
while the general public and decisionmakers
have stopped preoccupying themselves with
these concepts, they continue to be caught up
in the impact of the great transformation that
the concepts describe: capitalist industrialism,
participation,
This

continues to

globalization, mass political

mass-urbanization, and mass-culture.
constellation of modernity
produce (to borrow the words of Susan Buck-

Morss) “dreamworld and catastrophe.” This
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study offers to bring into a dialog two sets of
data: 1)
modernity/modernization as developed and

ideas about and practices of
propagated in the 1970s by the Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), and
2) the actually-existing manifestations of
modernity in 21st-century Indonesia. Taking its
methodological  inspiration from  Walter
Benjamin’s “history as montage,” this study
pursues two goals: 1) to understand what it
means for contemporary Indonesians to
experience the dreamworld and catastrophe of
Indonesia’s modernity in 1966-2024, and 2) to
strip Indonesia’s contemporary history of its
illusions; to retrieve and keep alive the old,
forgotten aspirations for human emancipation;
and to explores new ways of transforming the
world into a better place, going beyond the
“blueprints for modernity” offered by liberal
democracy, communism, and fascism.
“Counterinsurgency Era and Cold War
History in Thailand”

Sinae Hyun (Sogang University)

It has been widely accepted that the
anticommunist counterinsurgency era in
Thailand began in 1965 after the outbreak of
the so-called “Gun Firing Day.” Marking 1965
as  the the  Thai
counterinsurgency era essentially shows the

beginning  of

two conventional views centered on the Thai
military and the Thailand-U.S. relations in
Thailand’s Cold War historiography. This
presentation therefore reviews the Cold War-
related literature produced by Thai and
foreign scholars to understand the key trends of
Thailand’s Cold War studies and how they have
affected the perception of the Cold War in Thai
historiography, especially regarding the Thai
counterinsurgency era. After a brief review of
the Thai Cold War studies produced during
and after the Cold War by Thai and foreign
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scholars, the ensuing part examines the
discourses around the Thai counterinsurgency
era. Based on these surveys, I will argue that
Thailand’s Cold War history needs to be
indigenized to broaden the scope of Thailand’s
Cold War historiography and invite more
diverse research on the period.

PANEL 5: Division and Distinction: The
Identity Politics

“Gating against Liberalism? Illiberal Escapism
in Jakarta”
Genta Kuno (Kyoto University)

The global spread of gated communities,
which introduce privatized housing complexes,
has been criticized for encroaching on urban
public space. One of the most explicit illiberal
consequences of the proliferation of gated
communities in a city is increased exclusivism
and socio-political conservatism. In Western
cities, some evidence suggests that those living
tend
conservative. In Indonesia, the surge in

in gated communities to become
developer-constructed housing estates since
the late 20th century has reinforced segregation
in Jakarta and nearby areas. A pertinent
development in the 2010s has been the
emergence of Islamic housing complexes.
Notably, in Jakarta, the trend of forming gated
communities is not confined to the affluent or
those residing in private estates; rather, it also
encompasses the economically disadvantaged
and kampung dwellers, who are also creating
their own segregated spaces through barriers
and additional security devices as can be
found in affluent gated communities. Given
this cross-class nature of urban gating in the
city, the underlying links between gated
collectivism and moral conservatism in Jakarta
requires reinvestigation. This presentation

directly examines the relationship between
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spatial patterns of residential street barriers and
socio-political attitudes of residents based on
voting behavior as well as permissiveness

toward cohabitation in recent years.

“The Ritual of Blessing, Migration, and

Ethnicity in Banda, Indonesia”
Seung-Won Song (Hankuk University of
Foreign Studies)

This research analyzes how the Cuci Parigi
ritual in the Banda Islands in Maluku, which
takes place approximately every ten years,
reflects the Austronesian concept of the
authority and power between indigenous and
migrant populations. Across Austronesian
regions, the high "mobility" of people has
played a central role in shaping their social
structures. This resulted in a recurring pattern
that indigenous (ancestral) clans relinquish
political power and influence to the migrant
population. The Banda Islands, known for their
nutmeg, came under Dutch control in 1621,
which resulted in the forced migration of the
indigenous population to other regions. This
made the migrant laborers became the
dominant group in the society. However,
indigenous people continued to be recognized
as “landowners” and were revered as ancestral
spirits, the sources of blessings. Later waves
of immigrants felt obliged to perform rituals
dedicated to these indigenous spirits to ensure
the prosperity of their crops and protection from
natural disasters. In Banda, even though the
indigenous population disappeared following
Dutch domination, it is believed that the
ancestral spirits of the indigenous people,
known as Datu, persistently watch over the
island.  As Banda's

communities continue to perform the Cuci

such, immigrant
Parigi ritual at the sacred well, believed to be the
abode of the spirit of Datu. The ritual highlights

that the power dynamics between indigenous



%1215 (2024411 H)

and immigrant populations remain relevant in
The
authorities vanished from the material world,

contemporary  Banda. indigenous
yet their spiritual significance endures, showing
active interaction between historical reality and

local memory.

“Border as a Site of Interpellation and
Thai Self-

censorship in the Case of “#Ban Korea””

Subjectivation: ‘Tourists’
Hyun-jung Chae (Duksung Women’s
University)

At the end of October 2023, the trending
hashtag on X in Thailand was #ban korea(#uuwiien
1md). Some tourists travelling from Thailand
to South Korea were repatriated after failing
to pass immigration, and their experiences of
entering Korea and being inspected in so-
called cold rooms (‘hong yen') were shared on
social media, leading to widespread anti-South
Korean sentiment and a boycott of travel to
South Korea. On the surface, the hashtag
boycott seems to reveal mutual hostility and
nationalistic antipathy between Thai and
Korean social media users, but what it also

reveals is that the narratives about and
suggestions for responding to Korean
immigration inspection have become a

process of self-censorship and self-reflection

on Thai people's own socio-economic position.

To conduct this research, I collected posts and
reviews on Facebook, X, and YouTube from
2019 to the end of 2023, when the hashtag
became controversial on the social media, and
interviewed 10 Thais who had travelled to South
Korea and were repatriated or investigated in
Hong Yen. Based on the online and interview

data, I analyse how Thais' experiences of

entering South  Korea narrow their
perceptions of the Thai-South Korean
relationship to the problem of illegal

migration. As a result, they reproduce the
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social index of the little ghosts (phi noi),
illegal Thai labour migrants in South Korea,
that

themselves from them. In doing so, [ argue

and create narratives distinguish

that the process of subjecting Thai travellers to
rigorous immigration scrutiny in South Korea
not only has negative diplomatic consequences
for South Korea and Thailand, but also
reinforces and

perceptions of regional

economic inequalities and distinctions within

Thailand.
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