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Anthony Reid has been a pioneering scholar
who has led Southeast Asian Studies for many
decades. Since the late 1980s, Reid has been
producing

groundbreaking  studies by
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introducing the method of “total history”
from the Annales school. His vivid
descriptions of livelihoods, economy, labor,
religion, ritual, diet, women’s activities, and
material culture presented in his Southeast
Asia in the Age of Commerce (1988, 1993)
have irrevocably changed our understanding
of Southeast Asia. After the Age of Commerce,
he continued to explore new themes including
Chinese in Southeast Asia, stateless people,
natural disasters, among others, and advanced
new projects on a wide range of topics. His
contributions, influences, and impacts have
been extensive and profound in not only
Southeast Asian Studies but also a number of
adjacent disciplines.

His latest monograph, A History of
Southeast Asia: Critical Crossroads, is a
monumental, single-authored work, covering
the region’s entire history from the ancient to
the present. Through this book, Reid
redefines Southeast Asia as a region of
diversity, emphasizing three aspects: natural
environment, gender balance, and stateless
society.

This two-day symposium, Southeast Asia as
Critical Crossroads: Dialogues with Anthony
Reid will examine the achievements of
Southeast Asian Studies and explore its future
possibilities.

On the first day, the symposium consists of
two sessions. We will first discuss A History of
Southeast Asia: Critical Crossroads from
multiple perspectives. Five reviews will be
followed by a reply by the author. In the
second session, panelists will assess Reid’s
contributions to Southeast Asian Studies from
different angles including stateless people,
nationalism, gender, economic history, and
environmental history. This session will
conclude with Reid’s presentation on his
current project: Seventy Years of Southeast
Asian Studies: An Autobiography in 10

Countries.

On the second day, the third session of this
symposium will discuss the entanglement of
people, nature, and commodities. The set of
field-based empirical studies will consider
how frontier societies formed through
commerce have been maintained (or not) in
Southeast Asia.

This  symposium  presents a  rare
opportunity to engage in critical dialogues

with the great historian of Southeast Asia.

v 77 A

Day 1: July 22 (Sat)

10:00-10:10

Opening Remarks: Kazufumi Nagatsu (Toyo

University) and Masao Imamura (Yamagata
University)

10:10-12:20
Session 1. Reading A History of Southeast

Asia: Critical Crossroads

Chair: Waka Aoyama (Tokyo University)
10:10-10:30 “Southeast Asian Genius: How

the Region Manages Its Diversity?” Noriyuki

Osada (Institute of Developing Economies)
10:30-10:50 “Southeast Asia as Method?"
Akiko Iijima (Toyo Bunko)
10:50-11:10
Southeast Asia: from the Viewpoints of

“Towards Mainstreaming
History Education and Scholarship Review”
Shiro Momoki (Osaka University, Vietnam-
Japan University)

11:10-11:25 Break

11:25-11:45 “Southeast Asia in Global
History: Trade, Economic Growth and the
Environment” Kaoru Sugihara (Research
Institute for Humanity and Nature)

11:45-12:05  “Social
Historical Conjunctures: A Comparative View

Structures  and

from China” Mio Kishimoto (Ochanomizu
University, Toyo Bunko)
12:05-12:20 Reply from Anthony Reid
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(Australian National University)

13:30-16:50
Session 2. Anthony Reid and Southeast Asian
Studies
Chair: Noriyuki Osada

13:30-13:35 Opening remarks: Noriyuki
Osada

13:35-13:50 “Stateless Peoples in the Age of

Nationalism” Masao Imamura (Yamagata

University)

13:50-14:05 “Women in Southeast Asia
from High Modernity Onwards” Yoko Hayami
(Kyoto University)

14:05-14:20 “Environmental ‘Turns’ in
Historiography: Impact on Southeast Asian
Studies” Farizah Zakaria (National University
of Singapore)

14:20-14:35 “Economic History and the
Chinese Century” Atsushi Ota (Keio
University)

14:35-15:00 Discussion

15:00-15:20 Break

Chair: Junko Koizumi (Kyoto University)
15:20-16:05 “Southeast Asian Studies in US,
Australia and Japan: A Partly
Autobiographical Comparison” Anthony Reid
16:05-16:25 Comments: Noboru Ishikawa
(Kyoto University) & Michael Feener (Kyoto
University)
16:25-16:50 Discussion

17:30-19:00 Reception @ Sky Hall, Toyo

University

DAY 2: July 23 (Sun)
10:00-14:30

Session 3. Commodity, People and Frontier:

An Alternative Approach to Southeast Asian

History in Japan
Chair: Waka Aoyama (Tokyo University)
10:00-10:20 Introduction - "Commodity,

People and Nature on the Frontier: An
Alternative Approach to Southeast Asian
History in Japan" Kazufumi Nagatsu (Toyo
University)

10:20-10:40 "Austronesian Inter-island
Networks and Marine Resources Use: Cases of
Prehistoric Island Southeast Asia and
Oceania" Rintaro Ono (National Museum of
Ethnology)

10:40-11:00 "Trepang and Manilamen: Sea
Cucumbers beyond Southeast Asian History"
Jun Akamine (Hitotsubashi University)

11:00-11:20 "Mangroves in History: Gates
of Parallel World in Vietnam" Shinji Suzuki
(Kinki University)

11:20-11:30 Tea Break

11:30-11:50 "Gambir and its Frontiers in
the Southeast Asian Archipelago” Kei
Nishikawa (Ishinomaki-Senshu University)

11:50-12:10 "Complex Realities of Sweet
Bananas: A Commodity for Thought on the
Crossroad between the Philippines and Japan"
Masako Ishii (Rikkyo University)

12:10-13:20 Lunch Break

13:20-13:30 Comments from Southeast
Asian Studies in Japan: Noriyuki Osada

13:30-13:40 Comments from Commodity
and Nature Studies: Farizah Zakaria

13:40-14:00 Comments: Anthony Reid

14:00-14:20 Open Discussion

14:20-14:30
Closing Remarks: Atsushi Ota

Hax
SESSION 1: Reading A History of Southeast
Asia: Critical Crossroads

"Southeast Asian Genius: How the Region
Manages Its Diversity?"

Noriyuki Osada (Institute of Developing
Economies)
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This presentation seeks to offer a way of

reading the book, Anthony Reid's A History of

Southeast Asia: Critical Crossroads, based on
the presenter’s experience as its Japanese
translator.

In this book, Reid argues strongly for the
wholeness of Southeast Asia, despite its
unparalleled diversity, because of the
coherence running through it. The challenge
for him is how to strike a balance between
diversity and coherence. He claims at the very
beginning of the book that Southeast Asia’s
“coherence has lain in the fact of diversity, and
its genius in managing it”. This seemingly
contradictory argument, however, is not
elaborated any further in a condensed form in
the introductory or concluding sections of the
book. Rather, through casually interspersing
plain keywords throughout the book, the
author creates strings to link historical events
occurring in different times and spaces and
weaves them into a larger narrative of
Southeast Asian genius.

In this presentation, I will shed light on a
few aspects of this narrative, by identifying
some of the keywords and organizing them
along two pairs of binary concepts that frame
the book:
indigenous/foreign. What emerges therefrom
is twofold. On the one hand, we find the

vertical/horizontal and

author’s characterization of the region as
crossroads where multiple vertical and
horizontal relationships -intersect with each
other in complex ways. On the other hand, we
also see how Reid, while statically defining the
geographical scope of Southeast Asia,
illuminates  the dynamic process of
hybridization, synthesis, and
vernacularization through which something
originally foreign to the region may become
recognized as indigenous by the later periods.

“Southeast Asia as Method?”
Akiko lijima (Toyo Bunko)

The title of my comments, ‘Southeast Asia
as Method?’ is inspired by “Asia as Method,”
originally proposed by the Japanese Sinologist
Takeuchi Yoshimi over sixty years ago.
Takeuchi s ultimate goal was achieving
universal humanity, which transcends the
East-West divide. For that purpose he hoped
that the concept of "Asia" would play a critical
role. "Asia" for Takeuchi, did not reflect
reality; the word referred to an ideal or a
method.

The point of my reviewing Anthony Reid’s
A History of Southeast Asia: Critical
Crossroads is to interrogate the notion of
“Southeast Asia” once again. As we know, this
name and the idea emerged rather arbitrarily
outside the region during World War II. Reid
himself acknowledges: “The term ‘Southeast
Asia’ is a twentieth-century invention.” The
short history of the concept might lead to the
claim that Southeast Asia is an externally
imposed construct, and this claim may in turn
suggest that Southeast Asian Studies has been
in identity crisis from the beginning. Reid
himself observes: “Conceptually, Southeast
Asia became more distinct as it became
detached from its neighbors,” and today, “its
cities looked much like the rest of the post-
modern world.” And the almost 500 million
people inhabiting in this region do not “ever
think of themselves as ‘Southeast Asians,” as
Benedict Anderson wrote back in 1998.

Despite all these facts, this book opens with
the unequivocal statement: “Southeast Asia
was and is a distinct place.” And Critical
Crossroads is subsequently woven into
elaborate tapestry-like complexities. To seize

this rare opportunity to meet the author, my
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simple question is to ask, “What has been the
force or motivation driving you to cope with
Southeast Asia as a coherent whole all through
the time?”

“Towards mainstreaming Southeast Asia:

from the viewpoints of history education and

scholarship review”

Shiro Momoki (Osaka University, Vietnam-
Japan University)

This review will discuss some of the
Anthony Reid’s
Critical Crossroads as well as what I think

contributions made by
remain as unresolved questions. I will do so
from the two viewpoints of education and
scholarship, paying attention to how to
position Southeast Asia not only in world
history but also in the world-wide academy.
My the
development of Southeast Asian historical

review will first summarize
studies, to which the author has contributed
tremendously. Critical Crossroads is arguably
the best single-volume textbook of Southeast
Asian history available today, as it successfully
incorporates, thanks to the author’s editorial
craftsmanship, a wide range of major themes
including recent ones (Sanskrit cosmopolis,
strange parallels, Zomia, etc.).

In the second part, this review will focus on
the question of how we can further advance
Critical Crossroads achievements towards the
goal of mainstreaming Southeast Asia in world
history—not only in scholarship but also in
education. For certain topics----not only of
the Sinosphere but also the Mongol Empire,
early modern and modern economic
development with peasant society, and human
reproduction----further dialogue and
collaboration with Japanese academia will

likely be fruitful. From the viewpoint of

10

academic and educational reform, collective
efforts are necessary to provide readings,

fieldwork

in order for Southeast Asian

study materials, commentaries,

handbooks
history to be pursued in the updated
frameworks of competence-oriented learning
and “glocal” research. The Kyoto-style
scholarship in agriculture (active in the 1970s-
1980s) and Confucianist teaching in early
modern East Asia will also be mentioned in
this the

identifying some of the areas that need further

presentation  for purpose of

research.

“Southeast Asia in Global History: Trade,
Economic Growth and the Environment”

Kaoru Sugihara (Research Institute for
Humanity and Nature)

A History of Southeast Asia, is a masterly
synthesis of the history of a region that
matters to the world. Thus it can also be read
as a contribution to global history. This
presentation discusses the ways in which
Professor Reid locates Southeast Asia in
global history, with reference to early modern,
colonial and postcolonial periods.

“Critical crossroads,” subtitle, expresses
the thread running through the narrative. The
region fostered its own social, cultural and
economic path of development through trade,
human contacts and cultural fusion, without

powerful empire, state or

did not
population either. But the region was able to
deal with Indian, Chinese and Western

civilizations by pursuing its role of being

creating a

civilization. It sustain a large

critical crossroads. What made this possible?
First, trade and trading networks acted as
key organizers of Southeast Asian society.

Port cities were unusually effective crossroads
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for internal and external commerce and the
This
sustained during the colonial rule, and was

movement of people. quality was
temporarily lost after independence, but
regained expression in “open regionalism”
adopted by ASEAN.

Second, population growth from the
nineteenth century led to “extensive growth”
(economic growth without technical change)
and the absorption of labour, which induced
poverty and inequality in the colonial period.
But it also prepared for labour-intensive
the 1960s. This

sequence echoes the East Asian path of

industrialization  after
economic development, but it took place
under the more open engagement with the
international economy.

Third, the region’s environment has been
characterized as disaster-prone and resource-
rich. Its historical experience of responding to
disasters as well as living with rich forests,
rivers and seas under globalization and
population  growth, shows limits and
possibilities of human-nature interface. It is
directly relevant to the current concern for
environmental sustainability in developing

countries.

“Social Structures and Historical
Conjunctures: A Comparative View from

China”

Mio Kishimoto (Ochanomizu University,
Toyo Bunko)

In the last several decades, Japanese
scholars in the field of Chinese history have
been greatly inspired by Southeast Asian
studies. In particular, the flexible models of
human relationships refuting the rigid image
of pre-modern villages, and the description of

political and social changes in broad historical
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rhythms transcending national boundaries,
have had a significant impact on Chinese
historical research.

In this symposium, I would like to pose two
questions to Professor Reid’s celebrated work
of 2015, with a comparison with China in
mind.

The first is the question of the order of local
society. The book seems to emphasize that in
premodern Southeast Asia, unlike in China,
state power was weak and social organizations,
such as villages and kinships, were loose, but
it does not provide much concrete explanation
on how the social order was maintained. In
reality, compared with early modern Europe
and Japan, Chinese society has more in
common with Southeast Asia in terms of
openness and mobility. Unlike the Southeast
Asian situation, however, the problem of
social order was the focus of acute interest and
heated debates amongst scholar-officials in
late imperial China, and modern researchers
of Chinese socio-economic history have also
been attracted by this theme. It would be
interesting to consider how we should regard
the “freedom” of premodern societies of
China and Southeast Asia from a comparative
perspective.

The second is the question of historical
conjunctures. The economic, political, and
cultural changes in Southeast Asia during
“the Age of Commerce” (i.e., from the 15th to
the 17th century) described in this book
strikingly coincide with those in East Asia.
However, such synchronism appears to
diminish somewhat in the later centuries.
Examining the reasons for this may contribute
to comparative studies on Southeast and East

Asia in this transitional period.

SESSION 2: Anthony Reid and Southeast
Asian Studies
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“Stateless Peoples and Diversity in the Age of
Nationalism”

Masao Imamura (Yamagata University)

While Anthony Reid is probably best known
for his groundbreaking work on the early
modern, his scholarship on the 20th century
has also made unique contributions to both
Southeast Asian Studies and Nationalism
Studies. His concise yet sweeping account of
post-colonial  political ~ identity = among
Southeast Asians analyzes the broad trends
and profound impacts of nationalism across
the region. Reid’s account is fuller than others
not only because it covers the entire region
but also because it
places nationalism in a long history.

According to Reid, nation-making in post-
colonial Southeast Asia typically required de-
localization and de-vernacularization because
the state territory, inherited from the imperial
power, was geographically much larger than
the existing vernacular communities. That is,
Batak, Minangkabau, Sundanese, Balinese,
Acehnese, Javanese, Betawi, and Ambronese
needed to quickly forge a much broader
category called “Indonesia” in the second half
of the 20th century. The enormous challenges
of nation-making have been overcome only
through “a kind of magic—the imperial
alchemy” of nationalism. In Imperial Alchemy
(2010), Reid that  this
transmutation has been remarkably successful
the that

Burma/Myanmar as the singular exception.

emphasizes

across region, while noting
His study also points to the dramatic loss of
diversity during the age of

nationalism, however. Detailed case studies
presented in Imperial Alchemy describe an
irrecoverable loss of linguistic diversity among

the hitherto stateless peoples who found
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themselves in a new state territory. Linguistic
and cultural diversities are arguably far more
intact in Burma/Myanmar, where nation-

Does the
region’s diversity need a different kind of

making continues to stagger.

magic for its renowned diversity?

“Women in Southeast Asia from High
Modernity Onwards”
Yoko Hayami (Kyoto University)
Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce (c.
1450-1680) has perhaps been one of the most
cited books regarding gender in Southeast
Asia. Reid described how women in the region
enjoyed considerable autonomy in sexual and
marital relations, and played prominent roles
in trade, agriculture, diplomacy, ritual and
religion. Almost three decades later, in A
History of Southeast Asia: Critical Crossroads
he resituates the argument by considering

2]

women and men in “high modernity” in late

20th Asia,
masculinity and femininity were deeply

century  Southeast where
affected by the patriarchal puritanism of 19th
century Europe. He questions how much the
flexibility and gender balance with which he
characterized the region prior to this period
survived through it. Ultimately, he sees
survival and resilience of heterogeneous
gender and sexual identities strikingly at odds
with western norms, noting also that women
in this region more willingly and successfully
joined industrial wage labor as well as labor
mobility.

Anthropological understanding of gender is
founded

on understanding of everyday

practices, roles, relationships and
responsibilities ~ which  are  full  of
contradictions and negotiations.  Such

mundane accounts from women’s lives in
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family and kin are rarely available in historical
documents. From the reading of these works,
I find there is a fruitful dialogue between
the
anthropologists’ textured understanding from
the field.

Picking up on the discussion on patriarchal

historical interpretation and

modern families and working women in
Critical Crossroads, | will end the presentation
by discussing the question of how much the
“modern nuclear families” have in fact
affected the family in the region. Considering
the present and future demographic trend in
the region with aging in varied rapidity of pace,

this is becoming a topic of crucial importance.

“Environmental “Turns” in Historiography:
Impact on Southeast Asian Studies”

Faizah Zakaria (National University of
Singapore)

Southeast Asian Studies has generally been
a field that centres analyses of socio-political
change, with the environment as a backdrop
for the societal evolution. Contemporaneous
with the emergence of environmental history
as a disciplinary sub-field in institutions in the
United States and Europe around the 1980s,
however, scholars of Southeast Asia too began
steering the regional ship in the direction of
an environmental turn. This “turn” involves
taking the non-human seriously as agent,
subject and object in historical inquiry and
elucidates the dynamics of a nature-culture
continuum. How has this turn impacted
Southeast Asian Studies? This paper surveys
the work emerging from this approach and
suggests it has produced multiple fruitful
trajectories of inquiry. The first — led by
historians such as Anthony Reid, Greg
Bankoff and Victor Lieberman - helped
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position Southeast Asia as an important
region in understanding global climactic
epochs and geological challenges. The second
— developed and led by Leiden historian Peter
Boomgaard — reshaped economic histories as
an environmental narrative, and in so doing,
disrupts the periodization of Southeast Asian
history that had hitherto been based on
political development. A third and perhaps
most recent thread — marked by works by
Jonathan Saha, Adam Bobbette, Kathryn Dyt
the
environmental discourse, establishing the

and others - brings culture into
continued relevance of Southeast Asia as place
in a globalizing world facing the common
threat of climate change. Arguably, Southeast
Asian Studies as a field of study has benefited
from these historiographical developments as
the

unmoors the field from its Cold War roots,

attention to region’s environment
unsettle political boundaries and help redefine

the region in more autonomous terms.

“Economic History and the Chinese Century”
Atsushi Ota (Keio University)

One of the important contributions of
Anthony Reid to Southeast Asian studies is his
focus on the economic aspect of history based
on solid statistical data. This presentation
traces his study of commercial activities as an
the
Southeast Asia as a region, especially since the
Age of Commerce (c. 1450-1680). Extending
this point of view further into the following
eras, he has identified the period of 1750-1870
as the

important factor in integration of

Chinese century, i.e., a period
characterized with active trade and migration
of the Chinese, the hitherto

prevailing image of decline and fragmentation.

rejecting

This line of inquiry led Reid to employ the
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expression of “economic frontier” to explain
the spheres of Chinese activities in his 2015
book. In this presentation, I will attempt to
elucidate the overall economic developments
in the maritime region during this period,
including those of the Bugis and other
Southeast Asians by expanding the usage of
“economic frontier.”

“Southeast Asian Studies in US, Australia and
Japan: A partly autobiographical comparison”

Anthony Reid (Australian National
University)

My current project, proceeding slowly, is to
attempt a survey of the rise and development
of Southeast Asian Studies around the world,
through a blatantly autobiographical lens,
organised by countries. The time of my
involvement, 1960-2020, appears to coincide
with a particular trajectory of growth,
professionalization and globalisation. I do not
add ‘and decline’, because I see it rather as a
the

knowledge creation to its own people and

normalisation, a return of region’s
universities.

In this talk I will summarize what I am
trying to say about just three of these
countries:

USA - because it is sometimes seen as the
model of area studies, at least for the other
two;

Australia - because it is the case in which I
was most involved,;

Japan — because I need to learn more from
this audience before even beginning to write
the chapter

This the

beginning (colonial) and end (Singapore and

selection has to omit both

‘normalisation’) of the trajectory in question.
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SESSION 3: Commodity, People and Nature
on the Frontier: An Alternative Approach to

Southeast Asian History in Japan

Session 3 constitutes an open dialogue
between Prof. Anthony Reid ( “ Tony ”
hereafter) and Japanese scholars who do not
specialize in history but in other fieldwork-
based Southeast Asian studies. The dialogue
aims to share and reexamine with Tony and
the participants an alternative approach to
Southeast Asian History, i.e., a commodity-
oriented approach uniquely designed by Prof.
Tsurumi Yoshiyuki (1926-94) in Japan in the
1980-90s.  The the

entanglement and

speakers  discuss

of people, nature,
commodities, such as trepang, mangrove
products, gambir, and bananas in maritime
Southeast Asia, focusing on its frontier. The
frontier here addresses a geographic front of
or in Southeast Asia and a socio-ecological
different

encounter, cooperate with, confront each

contact zone where groups
other, or sometimes form a hybrid social unit

in Southeast Asia.

“Introduction - Commodity, People and
An Alternative
Approach to Southeast Asian History in Japan”

Nature on the Frontier:

Kazufumi Nagatsu (Toyo University)

Session 3 constitutes an open dialogue
between Prof. Anthony Reid ( “ Tony ’

hereafter) and Japanese scholars who do not

3

specialize in history but in other fieldwork-
based Southeast Asian studies. The dialogue
aims to share and reexamine with Tony and
the participants an alternative approach to
Southeast Asian History, i.e., a commodity-
oriented approach uniquely designed by Prof.
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Yoshiyuki Tsurumi (1926-94) in Japan in the
1980-90s. Here we focus on the frontier rather
than the center in maritime Southeast Asia.
The frontier here addresses a geographic front
of or in Southeast Asia and a socio-ecological
different

encounter, cooperate with, confront each

contact zone where groups
other, or sometimes form a hybrid social unit
in Southeast Asia.

The Japanese speakers reflect on and

the

entanglement

present historically repeated

of booming commodities,
mobile peoples, and rich but vulnerable
tropical natures in maritime Southeast Asia.
The entanglement has brought forth the land
below the wind very Southeast Asian space.
Scholars ever depicted, for example, the
diasporic type of settlement, commoditization
of natural resources, flexible networking type
of social relations, or hybrid ethnic formation
as characteristics of the space.

The first speaker, Rintaro Ono, depicts the
prehistoric flow of people and materials in the
maritime sphere from Southeast Asia to
Oceania based on his archaeological research
on the migration, subsistence, and inter-
island networks during the Neolithic and
Metal ages. Focusing on the frontier, the
Shinji
Suzuki, and Kei Nishikawa, present their

following speakers, Jun Akamine,

studies focusing on relatively minor global
commodities made from natural resources, i.e.,
trepang, mangrove products, and gambir.
Although historians have paid less attention to
them than mainstream products such as sugar,
tea, or tobacco, these commodities have long
the

frontiers 1in

patterns of above
the the

Southeast Asian maritime world. The last

shaped typical

entanglement on
speaker, Masako Ishii, features monocropping
bananas, a different commodity from those
examined in the former presentations in a way

which has become an essential plantation
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product in the global market and critically
altered people-nature relations since the
1960-70s in Southeast Asia.

The basis of our commodity-oriented
approach derives from Prof. Yoshiyuki
Tsurumi, who pioneered the exciting “think-
while-walking” style of Southeast Asia studies
by placing the commodity-people interactions
at the center of interest in the 1980-90s. He
was not or refused to be located in the
mainstream of academia. Rather, he engaged
in social advocacy to practically criticize the
asymmetrical relations between Japan and
Southeast Asia. Nevertheless, since he sharply
drew the people’s everyday lives and histories
based on in-depth fieldwork, Tsurumi left a
profound academic impact on and inspired his
students, including some present speakers.

Due to the scheme mentioned above, the
session partially introduces the genealogy of
Southeast Asian Studies in Japan spun by
Tsurumi and invites Tony to discuss the
the

approach to Southeast Asian Studies in the

possibilities  of commodity-oriented

future.

“Austronesian Inter-Island Networks and
Marine Resources Use: Cases of Prehistoric
Island Southeast Asia and Oceania”

Rintaro Ono (National Museum of
Ethnology)

This presentation first introduces the

Austronesian migration, subsistence, and
inter-island networks during the Neolithic and
Metal ages both in Island Southeast Asia and
Oceania based on the latest Archaeological
findings. The inter-island networks developed
particularly in the early Metal Age around
2400 and 1800 BP in Island Southeast Asia,

including the Wallacea region. The new
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technology of production and use of metal and
glass materials as well as a variety of
knowledge, including religion,  were
introduced by newcomers and traders from
the Asian continent. This age also overlaps
with the ancient spice trade that originated in
South Asia, and I further the

geological area of some inter-island networks

discuss

in Wallacea and Oceania during this age
mainly based on the Archaeological data and
materials, including pottery, glass ornaments,
metal objects, human mortuary practice, and
domesticated animals.

“Trepang and Manilamen: Sea Cucumbers
beyond Southeast Asian History”

Akamine Jun (Hitotsubashi University)

Yoshiyuki Tsurumi wrote an award-winning
book titled Namako no Manako (Eyes of
1990. Trepang
to both the live
cucumbers and the Chinese delicacy made

Trepang) in are what

Indonesian refer sea
from the dried version. These have no eyes,
yet Tsurumi wrote a large-scale history of
trepang observing human societies. It was his
great challenge to write a history to postulate
“maritime  trepang routes”  connecting
northern Australia to Primorskaya Oblas
(Maritime Russia) in Northeast China. This
presentation revisits Tsurumi’s novel and
exciting viewpoint to trepang as the main
actor in Asian history. While his book placed
too much emphasis on north-south vertical
flows of trepang from either Northern
Australia or Maritime Russia to China, less
attention was given regarding the flow of
commodities from Oceania to China. This
presentation  aims at  complementing
Tsurumi’s scope into Western Pacific, where

Manilamen, a term referring to seafarers from
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the Philippine Islands, served as active crews
for the Manila Galleons, American fur, and
sandalwood trading ships, and whaling vessels
in the 19th Century. Some of them engaged in

trepang  production. They serve as
intermediaries  between  South  Pacific
islanders and American traders. By
highlighting the Manilamen, one can

appreciate the important roles Manila played
as a frontline for trading activities with China,
which will provide a more dynamic view of the
Philippines as an ecotone between Southeast
Asia and the Pacific.

“Mangroves in History: Gates of Parallel
Worlds in Vietnam”

Shinji Suzuki (Kinki University)

In a 1937 report, Maurice Dugros, a
Cochinchina Forest Service forester, and
wetland forest expert, stated, "The Chinese
the this

inhospitable environment. The Mangroves

were pioneering settlers of
were a kind of Chinese conquest.” It was not
the century in
Southeast Asia (the mid-eighteenth to mid-

nineteenth centuries) that the Chinese began

until so-called Chinese

to inhabit the mangroves of Can Gia (a coastal
region in Ho Chi Minh City) and Ca Mau in
Vietnam. They engaged in commerce, fishing,
and forestry and commoditized the resources
of the mangrove ecosystem. The products
made out of the mangrove ecosystem included
dried fish, dried shrimp, mangrove cutch,
poles, and charcoal. The Chinese merchants
shipped these products to the neighboring
cities in Vietnam and China through their
trading networks. These situations remained
the same even when Vietnam became a
French colony and gained independence after
World War II. The Chinese could maintain
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their mangrove world in parallel with modern
Vietnam until the Vietnam War because their
livelihood long incorporated the rhythms of
the mangrove ecosystem, resonating with the
monsoons and tides.

The mangrove ecosystem constitutes an
ecotone, a dynamic interface between the
marine and terrestrial environments. It is
neither sea nor land but a gate between the
two. This presentation demonstrates that
mangroves are an ecological interface serving
as a land-sea gateway and a significant cross-
cultural contact zone in the history of coastal

wetlands in Vietnam.

“Gambir and its Frontiers in the Southeast
Asian Archipelago”

Kei Nishikawa (Ishinomaki Senshu
University)

This
production as a cash crop and its trade in

presentation discusses gambir
Southeast Asian Archipelago. Gambir is a
species of plant genus Uncaria found in
Malaysia and Indonesia. It has been used for
tanning, dyeing, medicine, and as one of the
ingredients for betel chewing. Historically, it
had been produced in Sumatra and Malay
Peninsula for export to China and Europe
from the late 18 century until the early 19
century. From the 1990s until now, gambir
also have been produced in Indonesia for
export to India as a raw material of paan
masala, an instant version of betel chewing in
South Asia.

From the late 1990s until now, due to the
high demand for paan masala in India, the
price of gambir has been rising. Through
describing the production and trade of gambir
in a village in West Sumatra, Indonesia, this

presentation discusses how the beginning of
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gambir production changed the villager’s life.
Because firewood is necessary for gambir
production, villagers expand their gambir
fields by cutting the tree for firewood and
planting new gambir seeds. This presentation
explores the nature of the frontier society in
gambir production by comparing the situation
around the strait of Malacca in the late 18
century and the example of my field site in
West Sumatra in the 2010s.

“Complex Realities of Sweet Bananas: A
Commodity for Thought on the Crossroad
between the Philippines and Japan”

Masako Ishii (Rikkyo University)

This presentation features monocropping
bananas for exports as a commodity to think
about the relationship between the producers
in Southeast Asia and consumers across
borders. In doing so, it first introduces one of
the main works of Yoshiyuki Tsurumi, a book
entitled Bananas and the Japanese: Between
Philippine Plantations and Japanese Tables,
published by Iwanami Shinsho in 1982 (in

Japanese). The book describes the
asymmetrical relationship between the
producers in  the  Philippines, the
multinational corporations, and Japanese

consumers in a socio-historical context and
had a significant impact on the latter to
examine their relationship with the people in
Southeast Asia critically.

More than forty years have passed since the
Bananas and the Japanese publication. The
monocropping of bananas for export in the
Philippines continues to date. However, many
changes have occurred at the production sites
after implementing the 1988 land reform law,
mainly in the 1990s; the changes included, for
instance, the diversification of markets and
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the branding of new bananas called “highland
bananas.” The paper re-examines the complex
realities of the people engaged and
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