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-+ +Mario Ivan Lopez (Kyoto University)
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Suppression: The Philippine Covid-19
Experience

-« +Marites Vitug (Rappler)
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Discussion: Seki Koki
(Hiroshima University)
Reporting on Covid-19 amidst Political
Upheaval in Malaysia
-+ *Tashny Sukumaran
(South China Morning Post)
Discussion: Suzuki Ayame
(Doshisha University)
Is the COVID-19 Lockdown Undermining
Journalism in Myanmar?
-+ +Ye Ni (Irrawady)
Discussion: Nakanishi Yoshihiro
(Kyoto University)
Regressive Indonesian Freedom? The Rise of
Digital Harassment against Journalists and
Civil Society in the midst of COVID-19
pandemic
-+ +Abdul Manan (Tempo)
Discussion: Kawamura Koichi
(IDE-Jetro)
Thai Press’ Over-reliance on Government
Information about COVID-19
- -+ Pravit Rojanaphruk (Khaosod English)
Discussion: Edoardo Siani
(Ca’ Foscari University)
Free Discussion
-+ + » Moderator: Machikita Tomohiro &
Mario Lopez (Kyoto University)
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The relationship between the tones and the
historical sound changes of initial consonants
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<K&V VRY 7 A> : Reporting from the

Frontline: Possibilities and Limits of
Southeast Asian Media Responses to
Covid-19

On 11 March, 2020, the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared that severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS-CoV-2)
had become a global pandemic. To date,
over 31 million people have been infected
with 970,000 confirmed dead (as of 23 Sept,
2020). Southeast Asia, close to the
epicentre of the outbreak, has not been
spared from infection nor the effects of the
ongoing pandemic. As a result, it is now
experiencing its worst economic, financial,
and social crisis in decades. Nations have
reacted to outbreaks across and between
countries through the imposition of
curfews, partial and full lockdowns and the
closing of borders impeding human flows.
Southeast Asia is no stranger to pandemics
and has been attuned to the exigencies of
coordinated and swift responses after its
experience of the 2003 SARS outbreak.
However, the current crisis has made clear
the varying levels of preparedness and
vulnerabilities of health-care systems and
government responses to ever evolving
dynamics at a local level.

In spite of these, social distancing, the
closure of public spaces, and harsh
punishments for violating isolation decrees
have highlighted varied political responses.
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These reactions have had a devastating
impact on a region that is characterized by
variegated economies, large informal
sectors, disproportionate inequality,
continual political instability, and weak
forms of governance. The resulting
pandemic has laid bare the challenges the
region faces and the capacity of states to
manage the ongoing crisis either
individually or through cooperation. It has
also exacerbated existing issues that arise
out of the region’s unique set of
experiences; ongoing Islamification in some
nations, novel politico-economic
engagements with a rising China, the
weakening of democratic processes, the
acceleration of urbanization, and the rise of
new technologies and digital classes.
Within the current fluid context of the
pandemic, reporters have been on the
frontline gathering and presenting insights
on what the region is experiencing. They
have also asked many difficult questions
under trying conditions. What have been
state’s response strategies to the
pandemic? What types of discourses have
been formulated and mobilized to justify
control and governance over communities?
What national and regional emergency
measures, laws and provisions have been

put into place and have they been
proportional? What new technological
regimes have come into play in the
management and surveillance of

populations and what will be the long-term
impact in terms of changing their
behaviour? In what ways have reporters
and the media been able to freely cover and
respond to the ongoing situation? And,
what geopolitical relations will emerge
with neighboring nations in South and
East Asia post COVID-19?

The Center for Southeast Asian Studies
(CSEAS) in conjunction with the
Japan Society for Southeast Asian Studies
(JSSEAS/Tonan Ajia Gakkai) will hold a
special meeting with five prominent
journalists from the region to engage in
some of the above questions and hold a
dialogue on the current situation in the
region. An online meeting, open to all, will
be held in English with speakers from the
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region and five commentators to stimulate
debate on the direction of Southeast Asia
during this time of uncertainty.

Slow Virus Response, Quick Rights
Suppression: The Philippine Covid-19
Experience

Marites Vitug (Rappler)

Democracy was already in peril in the
Philippines even before the pandemic
began in early 2020. But Covid-19 has
appeared to accelerate the decline of
democracy as the government took
draconian steps to contain the virus.

My presentation will tackle two main
threads. The first thread will be President
Rodrigo Duterte’s response to the pandemic
from the lens of law
enforcement—including appointing retired
generals to run a national task force and
ordering one of the longest lockdowns in
the world—and what the country has to
show for it. In the midst of it all, the
government shut down a major television
network for political reasons and passed an

anti-terror law that threatens basic
freedoms.
The second thread will look at

journalists’ reporting on Covid-19, the
difficulties they faced, including adjusting
to virtual coverage, coping with economic
pressures, and threats of repression from
the state.

Reporting on Covid-19 amidst Political
Upheaval in Malaysia

Tashny Sukumaran
(South China Morning Post)

2020 in Malaysia has been tumultous —
from a political coup to state elections to
several state governments falling and,
most recently, a push from the
administration to declare a political
emergency as warring political parties and
factions Insist they command
parliamentary support. Reporting on the
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Covid-19 public health crisis during this
period then becomes more complicated,
with the electorate accusing their leaders
of politicking when they should be focused
on the pandemic. In my presentation I will
examine key events such as the May Day
immigration raids, key government and
opposition press conferences, the Sabah
state elections and of course the initial
political coup that kickstarted the year of
instability.

Is the COVID-19 Lockdown Undermining
Journalism in Myanmar?

Ye Ni (Irrawady)

The global outbreak of Covid-19 has placed
an unprecedented situation for the media
in very testing times. Most of the news
agencies have been working remotely since
COVID-19 wave emerged from the end of
March in 2020. Journalists and media
workers have faced travel restrictions due
to the government’s strict new stay-athome
orders.

The situation in Myanmar is further
challenged by the launch of new
Counter-Terrorism Law in Myanmar and
the use of fake-news to stop publication of
any news on Covid-19.

For the newsroom, the challenges in
times of Covid-19 are varied from the
personal safety of the team members who
are traveling out in the field, at the risk of
getting infection, to the dependence more
heavily on digital collaboration tools like
Zoom. Dramatic changes include online
editorial conferences, remote editing, and
virtual brainstorming.

Working from home may has made the
journalists more efficient comparatively
but the quality and creativity of the
coverages have suffered to a lesser degree.

Regressive Indonesian Freedom? The Rise
of Digital Harassment against Journalists
and Civil Society in the midst of COVID-19
pandemic
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Abdul Manan (Tempo)

The Covid-19 pandemic was officially
recognized as hitting Indonesia in March
2020. Since then the Covid-19 has dragged
the economy into a recession. Its direct
impact was the economic difficulties of
journalists. They have faced the layoffs and
the reduction of welfare. And their
difficulties will not recovery anytime soon.

Another indirect impact 1is the
deterioration of the quality of democracy
due to the increased pressure on freedom of
expression amidst the health crisis. The
pressure on critical journalists and media
is stronger and stronger. Violence against
journalists has increased significantly
during the pandemic, especially due to the
police repression toward the journalists
covering massive demonstrations against
the discussion and passing of Omnibus
Law on Job Creation since early October
2020.

Apart from physical violence, the
pressure on journalists also occurs digitally,
through the bullying of journalists on social
media and the hacking of media
newsrooms which have been known to be
critical of the government. Even though the
number is small, this is a worrying trend
because it has a great chance that it will
become a new mode of pressure on
journalists and the media in the future.
This attack in the digital realm has also hit
civil society movement activists.

I will share the latest challenges faced
by journalists and media in Indonesia
during the pandemic, in the form of
violence, legal convictions, digital bullying
and media hacking.

Thai Press’ Over-reliance on Government
Information about COVID-19

Pravit Rojanaphruk (Khaosod English)

I will focus on how that Thai government
has succeeded in dominating the narrative
about the danger of COVID-19 to the point
where the country is gripped with even one
new case of local infections. It also comes
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with a heavy price on the economy and the
majority of the press support prolonged
isolation of Thailand from the mass
tourism at a heavy price only. Essentially
only one narrative, one filled with
zero-tolerance for new infections dominates
the Thai press.
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OBITUARY-
REMEMBERING MY GOOD

COLLEAGUE AND FRIEND YOJI
AKASHI
Dr Stephen Leong*

It is my honor and privilege to pen an
obituary for a good colleague and friend
whom I have known for more than five
decades. Yoji Akashi is well-known in
academic circles as one of the most
prominent Japanese scholars on Japan and
Southeast Asia during World War II. His
main focus had also been on the Japanese
Occupation of Malaysia and Singapore. He
also served as the president of the Japan
Society for Southeast Asian History (Tonan
Ajia Shi Gakkai).

However, in this brief tribute to Yoji
Akashi, I wish to recall our long friendship,
his love for Malaysia, and his keen interest
for me to learn about Japan. We first met
at the 1968 International Association of
Historians of Asia (IAHA) Conference
organized by the Department of History,
University of Malaya (DH, UM) headed by
renowned Prof. Wang Gung-wu. I had
begun my research on Overseas Chinese
nationalism in Malaya for a PhD degree
with the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA), and was informed that he
was about to publish a monograph entitled

‘The Nanyang Chinese and the National
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Salvation Movement.” I was pleased to
review his 1970 study for the Journal of
Southeast Asian Studies in 1971.

We kept in close touch since 1968,
receiving his annual Christmas and New
Year greetings with updates on his
academic and social activities. In 1975, 1
recommended to the Japan Foundation
(JF) to fund Yoji Akashi as Visiting
Professor in the DH, UM. He spent eight
months (July 1976 to March 1977) teaching
History and Politics of Modern dJapan,
which was well received by Malaysian
students. At the same time, his affiliation
with DH, UM facilitated research on his
pet subject: the Japanese Occupation of
Malaya (as part of his wider project of the
Japanese Occupation of Southeast Asia).

Yoji was most appreciative that my wife
and I frequently welcomed him to join
lunches and dinners, even suppers at
various restaurants and food courts where
a variety of ethnic cuisines were offered by
Malay,

communities.

Indian and Eurasian
We

surprised that he relished spicy hot curries.

Chinese,
were pleasantly
His adventure into local foods led him to
enjoy our country’s most famous fruit, the
durian (commonly labeled by locals as the
‘King of Fruits’).

As regards UM academic activities,
Akashi was almost immediately exposed to
a plethora of seminars, public lectures and
symposia in and outside the campus.
Highlights included guest speakers KEzra
Vogel (Harvard), Doak Barnett (Columbia)

and Maurice Devillers (Paris/Sorbonne).



%114 5 (2021 4E 6 A)

B

Akashi hosted a dinner discussion in UM
with Major Iwaichi Fujiwara who led the
World War II ‘Fujiwara-Kikan’.

As Yoji was keen to move around
campus and Kuala Lumpur city, and his
wife, Muneko, was scheduled to join him
later in the year, I helped him purchase a
car. Being physically challenged with a
prosthetic leg, we found a 1970 American
Mustang with automatic gearshift.

In March 1977, the Leongs drove the
Akashis to the state of Malacca to conduct
research on the Japanese Occupation for
publication. They visited historical sights:
the Dutch-era Stadthuys Administration
building housing exhibits of the history of
Malacca, the A Formosa Fort and the
Portugese Village with descendents of 16th
century Portugese conquerors. Later, they
met Joseph d Albuquerque, a direct
descendant of Alfonse d’Albuquerque. His
Chinese wife, Anne, had her lineage with a
renowned Chinese tin miner and head of
community of Kuala Lumpur, Kapitan
Cina Yap Kwan Seng.

As Methodists, the Akashi’s experienced
Christmas in majority-Muslim Malaysia;
they heartily enjoyed singing carols at our
Christmas party. Together, we welcomed
New Year 1977 and Chinese New Year of
the Snake in February. In March, we
bade ‘sayonara’ to our dear friends at the
airport as they departed for home in Japan.

Six years later (1983), thanks to Yoji,
who was keen for me to learn more about
Japan during and after World War II — and

how, even by our own personally limited
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endeavors we could contribute to peace
between Japan and SEA — I became a JF
Visiting Professor at Nanzan University. 1
was pleased that my family (wife and two
young daughters) settled down comfortably
in Nagoya with caring help from Yoji and
Muneko.

Based at Nanzan’s Nihon Kenkyu Senta,
I had the opportunity to enrol in an
intensive Nihongo course. While in Nagoya,
Yoji invited me to participate in the Tonan
Ajia Shi Gakkai (Japan Association for
Southeast Asian Studies) Meeting in Kyoto
in dJune. Besides meeting Japanese
specialists on Southeast Asia and giving a
presentation on the subject “Transition of
the Chinese Pre-War to
Post—War’,
Nomura (Keio University, Fujisawa), who
spent a year (1985-86) in the DH, UM with

me as research consultant.

in Malaysia:

I was able to meet Toru

After my stint at Nanzan, I moved to
Tokyo, affiliating with University of Tokyo
and Prof Akira Nagazumi as consultant.
While in Tokyo,
Nihongo at the NichiBei Kaiwa Gakuin
(Japanese-American

Institute),

I continued learning

Conversation
the

Education Institute organized my public

where International
talk on ‘Japan’s Occupation of Southeast
Asia’, followed by a lively and insightful
Q&A discussion with local attendees.
Thanks to Akashi’s introduction, I was
able to meet Hisao Iwashima, Director,
Chief, Office of War History, National
Defense College, Tokyo and Hara Fujio,

specialist on Malaysia at Ajia Keizai



B

T VT AR

Kenkyu-jo (AJIKEN) or Asian Economic
Research Institute. I was able to gather
materials on the Japanese Occupation of
Malaya.

In September 1983, several staff of the
DH, UM had a nostalgic rendezvous with
Akashi at the International Congress of
Human Sciences in Asia and North Africa
(CISHAAN), in Tokyo. They were
privileged to listen to Keynote Speaker,
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone as well
as meeting Akira Nagazumi, who some
years later visited the DH, UM.

At the end of November, on the
invitation of Yuji Suzuki, a former JF
Visiting Professor at DH, UM, I presented
‘A Report on Malaya Under Japanese
Occupation’ in the Hosei University’s
International Symposium on World War II.
Besides catching up with Akashi again, I
was able to meet renowned Japanese
academics such as Yoneo Ishii, Michiko
Nakahara and Kenichi Goto at the
important event. My impression of the
Symposium appeared in an Asahi Shimbun
article (13 Dec. 1983). On my suggestion,
Michiko Nakahara became yet another JF
Visiting Professor in DH, UM (1986-87).
While she gave lectures in English, I
conducted the small-group student
tutorials in Bahasa Malaysia. Nakahara
also became a good friend of Usman Awang,
Malaysia’s popular laurette in Literature.

The Hosei University Symposium was
also an opportunity for a nostalgic meeting
with Hiroharu Seki, (Japan Peace Society).

He invited me to his home for dinner where

I met Mrs Seki and their young daughter
Kuara, named after Kuala Lumpur when
Seki preceded Akashi as JF Visiting
Professor in DH, UM (1971-72).

Before returning to Malaysia in
mid-Dec 1983, on behalf of the Malaysian
Association for American Studies, I invited
Boei-cho’s Hisao Iwashima, to participate
as panelist in the Trilateral Conference on
US-Japan-Asean Relations in Kuala
Lumpur at the end of December. After the
event, I accompanied our Japanese
guest to the Malaysian Defence College
where he had a dialogue on Asian security
with College staff, followed by a visit to the
Defence Ministry’s War Museum which
housed exhibits of the Japanese Invasion
and defeat of British, Australian and
Malayan forces leading to Japanese
Occupation of Malaya (February, 1942).

Before Iwashima’s departure for Tokyo,
I brought him to have lunch with his friend,
US Ambassador Thomas Shoesmith, who
had earlier served in the US Embassy in
Tokyo. After that, we visited Malaysia’s
first think-tank, the Institute of Strategic
and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia,
set up by Prime Minister Dr Mahathir
Mohamad 1in1983. ISIS Malaysia assumed
a major role in promoting the Look East
Policy, essentially to garner lessons from
Japan’s miraculous postwar national
development.

Interestingly, in September 1991, I took
early retirement from UM to assume the
post as Director of ISIS’ newly-setup

Center for Japan Studies, sponsored by
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Japan’s Keidanren and the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce in Kuala Lumpur.
On Akashi’s first visit to ISIS in early 1992,
I related to him that the major highlight
for CJS, ISIS was
introduced to Their Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko when they

visited Malaysia in December 1991. I was

its director being

greatly surprised that His Majesty asked
many questions about CJS, ISIS programs
and activities.

In May 2009, just after I had retired
from ISIS Malaysia to join Universiti
Tunku Abdul Rahman as director of its
Center for International Studies, I received
a most pleasant note from Yoji and Muneko
dated 29 April 2009:

heartful congratulations to you on being

‘We extend our

awarded the Rising Sun for your
contributions to Japan-Malaysian
Relations.”

Looking back, as in Nagoya, so also in
Tokyo, my stay in Japan in 1983 would not
have been as eventful and instructive if not

Akashi,

excellence. Indeed, Yoji was not only an

for the resource person par
international scholar, he was a caring
colleague and friend, a human being who
related well with fellow humans regardless
of race, color or creed. Despite being
physically challenged, thanks to his daily
routine of swimming many laps and
walking (even uphill at tourist sites), and
his affectionate neighbourhood walks with
his pet dog Konta he was a picture of
optimal health. Malaysian friends and

colleagues remember well his cheerful
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smile, enjoying jokes with hearty laughter,
his

adventurous-appreciation of tasty Viking’

and characteristic
smorgasbord of Southeast Asian cuisine.
Now, having transitioned to New Life, I am
confident that he Rests in Peace with his
beloved spouse Muneko in the Good Lord’s
Heavenly Abode.

*Dr Stephen Leong
Formerly with Department of History,
(1967-91);

Assistant Director-General, Institute of

University of Malaya
Strategic and International Studies
(ISIS), (1995-2008)
Director, Center for Japan Studies (ISIS
Malaysia, 1991-2008); Director, Center

Malaysia cum

for International Studies, Universiti
Tunku Abdul Rahman (2009-2019);
currently Visiting Fellow, ISIS Malaysia.
Conferred Award of The Rising Sun,
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