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Rethinking legal and Illegal Economy: A Case
Study of Tin Mining in Bangka Island

Erwiza Erman

The Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)
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Tllegal logging, fishing and the mining business was
rampant in Indonesia since the 1997 monetary and
economic crises and political transition from New
Order Regime to the Reform Cabinet. These illegal
economic activities have caused enormous loss of
state revenue. If the state had suffered losses of up
to billions of rupiah, the question arises: why had
the state accepted this so far? Why had state control
never been effective in its effort to eliminate this
illegal business? Had there been some sort of a
'concubine relationship' between state actors and
business people, making illegal business difficult to
be prevented? By analysing the political economic
history of tin mining business in Bangka island
within a changing legal framework, the boundaries
between legal and illegal become blurred. It is
embedded in local economic history and shows its
complexity since regional autonomy. The problem
of legal and illegal economy is not merely a problem
of labelling certain transactions registered and
unregistered, but more complicated, because it
concerns power relations and power contention
between and within state actors and society in their

efforts to gain access to resources.

Historical Relations between the Chams and the
Malays
Danny Wong Tze Ken, University of Malaya

This paper provides a case study to demonstrate
how historical linkages
precedents for contemporary international relations

could become past

by looking at the historical relations between the
Chams and the Malays. It is evident that in the
context of Malaysia-Vietnam relations, there have
been in existence for many centuries, a strong bond
between the Chams of Vietnam and the Malays of
the Malay Peninsula. This paper will attempt to
trace the historical relations that have existed
between the two people by placing this relationship
in the context of four periods. It argues that this
relationship, which is still being actively pursued,
could best be understood by taking a long view
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perspective. While doing so, several questions will
be explored. This includes the question of how
‘Malay’ were the Chams; and to what extent,
religion played a part in cementing the ties between
the two people.

Evidence for Contact, Trade, and Diffusion:
Southeast Asian Archaeology over the Past Ten
Years

YAMAGATA Mariko, Waseda University

Recent progress in Southeast Asian archaeology
will be reviewed through three general keywords:
contact, trade, and diffusion.

Contact: Contacts with India and China were
clearly linked to expanding Nanhai trade networks
during the first few centuries before and after the
Common Era. The acculturation processes
resultant from these contacts ultimately set the
stage for the development of the first states.
Archaeological evidence obtained at Khuang Luk
Pad and Khao Sam Kaeo located along the Malay
Peninsular, and at Oc Eo in the Mekong Delta,
known as a port of Funan at Oc Eo, show how
Indian influence penetrated to this area. In
northern Vietnam, incorporated into the Han in
111BCE, the walled capital of Lung Khe and
Han-style brick tombs have been examined
archeologically. In central Vietnam, research into
human-face eaves tiles at Tra Kieu, identified as an
early capital of Linyi, clearly shows their close
resemblance to those found in Nanjing, the capital
of the Six Dynasties.

Trade: Trade ceramics imported to and exported
from Southeast Asia is the field to which Japanese
specialists have made a remarkable contribution
since the 1990s. Among prosperous port cities of the
Age of Commerce in Southeast Asia, Banten and
Hoi An have been extensively investigated by
Japanese archaeologists. Detailed studies on trade
ceramics excavated there cast light on the actual
state of maritime trade. Recently identified Hizen
sherds wuncovered in Manila point to the

transportation of Japanese porcelain by Spanish
galleons to Mexico. Japanese archaeologists have
also been engaged in the issue of ceramic
production in mainland Southeast Asia. They have
conducted excavations at Twante kilns for
Myanmar celadon, Tani kilns for Khmer ceramics,
and Go Sanh kilns for Champa wares.

Diffusion: Diffusionist explanations were once
prominent in Southeast Asian archaeology, in
which the local dynamics of change were still
disregarded. The current hypothesis of the
dispersal of Austronesian speakers is not a revival
of the old diffusionism but derives from linguistics.
Human migration associated with the diffusion of a
particular language, linked with the spread of rice
farming from China, has become one of the most
controversial subjects in archaeology. The results of
the recent excavations on the Batanes Islands,
located between Taiwan and Luzon, Lal-lo
shell-middens in northern Luzon, and jar burial
sites located along the east coast of the Indochina
Peninsular will be discussed in relation to the

Austronesian hypothesis.

Eighteenth-Century Banten in Current Trends of
Studies on Early Modern Southeast Asia

OTA Atsushi

National University of Singapore

Recent studies have revealed political, economic,
and cultural developments in eighteenth-century
Southeast Asia. Issues such as consolidation of
state structure, trade expansion, and ‘piracy’ have
been widely discussed. I attempt to explain how
these phenomena impacted the local society of
Banten in the second half of the eighteenth century.
Changes in the state structure of Banten, which in
fact did not consolidate, are discussed in the
framework of shifting state-society relationship.
The Dutch support to the sultan stabilized his
political power, while the local elite expanded their
influence, by making use of the Dutch policy to

promote pepper cultivation. As a result of their
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initial cooperation, the pepper export increased

considerably from the mid 1750s through the 1760s.

However, as cultivators became disappointed with
the low payment and fled from their villages, the
local elite withdrew from the pepper cultivation.
‘Piratical’ attacks escalated in the Lampung region
after the Dutch conquest of Riau in 1784. Pepper,
the most frequently plundered commodity, was
often sold to Chinese and English traders. Chinese
traders also established a network to collect
Lampung products such as birds’ nests, elephant
task, and pepper, which were all in great demand
in China. Some local elite increased their
authority through their secret trade, but the bulk of
local people suffered from raiding, driven into
unfertile inland areas.
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