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2nd Session
Integration of HIV/AIDS Response into Universal Health Coverage in Indonesia:
A Lifesaver or a Momentum Killer?

Radesa Guntur Budipramono (Graduate School of
International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)

The era of Millennium Development Goals (2000-2015) denotes a period of
unprecedented political commitment and financial assistance towards mitigating the
HIV/AIDS pandemic. However, a fiscal crunch looms in the horizon: In the era of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), HIV/AIDS response must embark in a
competition with numerous other goals and targets for whatever limited resources
available. Despite ambitious agendas such as UNAIDS’ Fast Track, the hype for
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) have stolen the spotlight, which may very well
place HIVV/AIDS response on the back foot. While there are theoretical arguments to be
made about the merits of transitioning from the “vertical” HIV/AIDS response largely
independent of the broader health system into a “horizontal” one embedded within a
UHC-driven health system, the conundrum of whether UHC-driven health system in
many countries are capable of accommodating something as complex as HIV/AIDS
response remain unanswered.

The situation in Indonesia may provide an appropriate litmus test for the
conundrum above. Ever since the 2014 implementation of Indonesia’s take on UHC,
the Jaminan Kesehatan Nasional (JKN), financial and procedural troubles have
continued to bog the program down. Regardless, President Joko Widodo disbanded the
National AIDS Commission in 2017, effectively integrating a significant slice of
HIV/AIDS response into JKN and signaling the transition towards horizontal
HIV/AIDS response. While integration to JKN could help mitigate the scaling down of
external funding, findings from the field indicates that shortcomings within the JKN
are detrimental to HIV/AIDS response: Delayed claim payments to hospitals and
clinics disturbed supplies of anti-retroviral treatment (ART), while the cumbersome
procedures hinders patients from accessing necessary medical interventions. Even in
the most optimistic ways of looking at the situation, the case of Indonesia
demonstrated that the horizontal integration of HIV/AIDS response into UHCs is, at
present, seemingly not prudent.



2nd Session
Ethnomedical Care, Biomedical Care or Both? Choices in Childbearing
Practices of Hmong Ethnic Minority People in Northern Mountain, Vietnam

Nguyen Thi Le (Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University)

After the Revolution in 1945 and especially Dien Bien Phu Victory in 1954, the Viethamese
Government launched to establish the biomedical health care system (which had been brought
to the country during the colonial period) to the northern mountain area. Gradually, a notable
trend flourishes in this area where biomedical services coexist with indigenous health care
counterpart. Among thirty-one ethnic groups in this area, the Hmong have been mostly
criticized for the low rate of utilization of modern medical care provided by the government,
but heavily based on the traditional way of care. The traditional way of care has been blamed
as the reason for the poor reproductive health, high fertility and high maternal and infant
mortality rate among this ethnic minority group.

This paper aims to explore such discourses in the reality and learn how and why the
Hmong people make their choices on obstetric care in the context of increasing number of
existing alternatives, including commune health centres, district hospitals, private clinics,
pharmacists, educated midwives, lay midwives, indigenous herbalists, shamans, or
self-treatment. During one-year field work in Dong Van plateau where the Hmong occupied
87.22% of the total population, | made observations and interviews on their birth practices and
the range of choices they make from traditional home birth, receiving assistance by educated
midwives, going to clinics or hospitals. Based on this, my study shows the dynamic utilization
in obstetric care of the local people. By considering those choices in the cultural context, my
study demonstrates that the local people are the active agents who can choose their mode of
medical practices from both ethnomedical and biomedical systems which they consider to be
reasonable. In fact, though the Hmong people still maintain their favour of using traditional
care, they also show high interest in the modern medical system. Contrary to the prevalent
discourse, their concern is not so much about the choice between “ethno-medicine” vs.
“bio-medicine,” or between “traditional” vs. “modern.” They are more concerned about the
safety of mothers and infants, and the decision is far more affected by the wealth of households
and physical availability of medical assistance. Therefore | argue that the ethnomedical care
system is not competitive with the biomedical care system and definitely not the barrier
preventing people from accessing modern alternatives.

This paper is based on primary data collected during field trips in Dong Van District,
Ha Giang Province, Vietnam, from September 2016 to November 2017. Secondary data
collected from research institutions, national library, archives, official government department
will also be used to illustrate the analysis.



2nd Session
Re-nationalization: Energy Policies, Rhetoric, and Actor
Networks in Thailand under the 2014 Military Government”

Chumphol Aunphattanasilp (Graduate School of Integrated
Sciences for Global Society, Kyushu University)

After the Thai military coup d’état in 2014, energy reform was high on the junta
government’s agenda. The energy reform policies under the post-2014 junta
government have shifted from a privatization policy to a re-nationalization policy. This
includes the proposal for setting up the National Oil Company (NOC), the junta’s order
to suspend the comprehensive land use laws to allow for development of power plants
and oil storage tanks, and the National Plan for Energy Reform. By analyzing the key
concepts and rhetoric of the government agencies, this research examines how these
concepts and rhetoric were introduced, reframed, and selected in designing a new set
of energy policies, and reveals which people and agencies played pivotal roles in the
shift to re-nationalization.

This research uses text and discourse analysis of cabinet resolutions, meeting
reports from energy agencies, the National Assembly’s meeting reports, energy reform
plans, and energy strategic plans. These sets of documents provide the languages,
grammars, and vocal symbols which have been used for creating the new set of energy
policies. Newspaper reports gave insights into the rhetoric and actor networks of
governmental agencies. For this study five interviews were conducted, including with
the two former Energy Ministers, the director of the Department of Energy Policy and
Planning, a former CEO of the Bangchak Corporation Public Company Limited, and
an energy scholar from Chulalongkorn University. The opinions and interpretations of
the five interviewees were important narratives for understanding the hidden meanings
in the energy rhetoric. Moreover, these three data sources allowed crosschecking of the
validity of the data, following the triangulation method.
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The results indicated that concepts such as ‘“creating benefit,” “energy
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security,” “waste management,” “economic development,” “citizen participation,” and
“reducing conflicts of interest in the bureaucratic system” were the rhetorical basis of
the energy policy design, which led to the formulation of the energy re-nationalization
policies. The rhetoric for setting up the NOC by the National Energy Policy Committee

(NEPC) and the National Assembly members included the ideas of providing another

* The author would like to express my sincere gratitude to Associate Professor Nobuhiro AIZAWA,
Ph.D, who dedicates his time for not only improving this article but also creating my academic life.



choice for the government to gain greater benefit from petroleum, and the
announcement of close monitoring of the private companies that were contract partners.
Regarding the suspension of the land use law to allow for the construction of power
plants and petroleum storage facilities, the cabinet stated that the 2014 military
government had attempted to communicate to the people that incinerator power plant
construction was done to reduce waste and unsafe waste management, and to provide a
stable electricity supply. In the past, the development of energy projects has been
confronted with many legal obstacles. Therefore, the government had to suspend some
legal barriers in order to promote economic development and prepare the country to
become a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). A part of
the National Energy Reform Plan by the National Energy Reform Committee (NERC)
empowered the Energy Minister to appoint a civil society committee for providing
energy policy recommendations. The participation of civil society should solve the
conflicts of interest and create good governance in the bureaucratic system.

These sets of rhetoric were articulated by four groups of actors: the NEPC, the
NERC, the members of the National Assembly, particularly military members, and the
cabinet members. The Prime Minister’s Office has been able to dominate the NEPC
board. Moreover, the members of the three other agencies were recruited and selected
by the deputy prime ministers and the advisors to the Prime Minister, and appointed by
the Prime Minister. This aspect of the network construction indicates that the Prime
Minister’s Office, rather than the Ministry of Energy, plays a pivotal role in creating
the energy actor network.

The results describe both the mechanism of energy reform in Thailand from
2014 to 2018, and the rhetorical pattern of the Thai military regime’s decision making
process on energy policies. A reading of the energy rhetoric shows the military
government’s narratives or storylines as an ideological mechanism for controlling
energy definitions, people’s ways of thought, and consumers’ perceptions of energy
re-nationalization. The results suggest that the military government has framed its
policies of energy re-nationalization not only as a basis for state security and economic
growth, but also as a chance for improving governance, coping with waste
management, empowering civil society, and being a member of the international
community. Moreover, the results describe a rhetorical strategy for shifting energy
policy in the direction of re-nationalization in this energy-scarce country.



3rd Session
Game of Legitimacy: Rama V’s political legitimization
through Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Pran JINTRAWET (Graduate School of
Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University)

The reign of Rama V (1868-1910) is one of the most studied periods in Siamese/Thai
historical scholarship, especially in international relations which largely emphasizes
diplomatic history and how the Siamese court successfully and brilliantly managed to
maintain her independence from colonial encroachment. Most studies heavily focus
solely on the historiography that highlights the roles and activities of Siamese elites.
Furthermore they also emphasize the success of Siamese diplomacy in securing
independence from the imperial threat by solely relies on the elites’ nous and
individual’s talent. Another group of studies relying on Marxist analytical framework,
focusing on the economic factor particularly the world capitalist economic system that
played a key feature in pushing the reform during the fifth reign of Siam. They
illustrate that Siamese elites were more than willing to cooperate with this surging
economic forces and benefits as it allowed the dismantling of noble influence and
authority centralization from traditional tributary states surrounding Siam to be
realized. Thus the economic consolidation in attempt to bring Siamese economy into a
part of the world capitalism economic system became the prime focus of this group.
This study aims to depart from the existing studies by focusing on the cultural aspects
of the reform in this period, which would cover the increasing contact and adoption of
Western diplomatic norms and practices in the mid-19"" century together with the
worldview development of Siamese elites since the dawn of the 19" century. Thus this
study would focus on the establishment and formation of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA) as representative of emerging Siamese absolute monarchy. Also this
study would suggest that this very organization’s ultimate goal was not merely foreign
affairs and relationship with other countries per se but also the legitimization of Rama
V, as the sole sovereign of Siam, domestically and internationally, which also can be
another aspect of how Siamese modern state came to be realized.

In doing so this study would disseminate the organizational development of
MFA amidst colonial context and the changing of foreign affairs’ norms in the mid-19"
century Siam. Firstly this research would bring the light to pre-MFA organization
so-called Krom Tha’s brief organizational history and its multi-ethnic officials. Given
that the early Bangkok period’s administrative structure was territorial-oriented rather



than functional-oriented. Also each ministry greatly enjoyed its autonomy from the
throne, actually the king had the authority merely in theory, and since the second reign
it became clear that Krom Tha was under the Bunnag noble family. They also took
charge of southern and coastal cities as well as all matters concerning southern
tributary states. In the early Bangkok period, the relationship between Siam and
tributary states was the imperial system or mandala system. Not until the 1820s when
the British introduced to the Westphalian style to Siamese elites, mainly the Bunnag
regarding their responsibility. From then on two mindsets of foreign affairs coexisted
among Siamese elites. It is worth to note that by 1870s-1880s, many Bunnag officials
though they were seasoned diplomats and capable of having a reciprocity with the west.
They remained adhere to the imperial system for example the matter of Lanna cases.
While the king and his half-brothers actively advocated the Westphalian mindset as
they were striving for power consolidation combined with their willingness to totally
annex former tributary states into the realm of Siam.

The early 19" century Siam saw attempts of the throne to empower its
authority. Besides fiscal reform and many centralization schemes, many evident reveal
that the throne sought recognition from the British, then the global major power. This
royal initiative prompted the internal frictions among Siamese elites. In the realm of
foreign affairs sphere each faction had its own channel to contact with foreigners for
instance the Bunnag controlled Krom Tha, the king relied on, Prince Dewan, his
trusted half-brother to be his diplomatic channel. In sum this friction prompted a series
of internal clashes during 1870s-1880s but they mostly resulted in stalemate.

Not until the shadow of Anglo-French rivalry reached Siam in 1880s, when
France revived its imperial scheme in Indochina and London was relentlessly trying to
ward off that project. One of their prime objective was strengthen and in order to fulfil
that for them was to end long-time internal frictions in Siam. This changing
circumstance drastically affected Siam. The royal camp, who shared the most mutual
interests with the British, exploited this situation to secure British support. In 1885
Prince Dewan became the MFA minister and the foreign affairs matter would be united
for the first time. It would also be the representative of the Siamese king to the outside
world.

By doing this would reveal how taking over Krom Tha helped create the sole
diplomatic avenue to Siam directly lead to the king. It also allowed the unison policy
guideline toward the tributary states to emerge under the different philosophy of
foreign affairs adhere by Chulalongkorn and his young half-brothers.



3rd Session
The Dilemmas of a Japanese Historian: Tatsuré Yamamoto
and the Reconstruction of Southeast Asian Studies

SERIZAWA Takamichi (Centre for Southeast Asian
Studies, Kyoto University; JSPS Research Fellow)

Tatsurd Yamamoto (1910-2001), known as a pioneering scholar of Vietnam and Southeast
Asian history in Japan, once in the mid-1970s, made a speech in front of young university
students in Tokyo. His speech was entitled “The Orient and Japan” and was about the current
unclear Japanese perspectives on Asian countries and people as opposed to the past when
Japan was once an imperial nation. Before and during WWII periods, he recalled that the
Japanese had a clear national agenda of increasing wealth and military power so that Japan
could be the country in order to lead Asian countries and people. Meanwhile he did not forget
to remind the students that this agenda failed because Japan committed imperial exploitation,
invaded and oppressed many countries in Asia. His speech, held during the midst of Vietham
War, ended with his suggestion that Japan’s agenda today was to bring true happiness for Asian
people.

Appointed as lecturer of East Asian history (Toyo-shi) at the University of Tokyo in
1940, Yamamoto studied and taught the history of the region while witnessing the Japanese
imperial invasion in Southeast Asia. Perhaps due to this experience, he did not publish any
written work or give any interviews on the Japanese invasion to Southeast Asia. In contrast
with his silence on this period, the Japanese occupation in Southeast Asia was assertively
studied among the scholars based in the US universities who launched Southeast Asian studies
right after WWII. This surge was led by Harry Benda and George Kahin who wrote
monographs while editing the volumes of the topic. In this sense, there was a clear gap
between the formation of Southeast Asian studies in the US and Japan after WWII.
Furthermore, when Yamamoto led Southeast Asian studies in Japan during the 1960s and
1970s, the study experienced “the golden age.” According to Reynaldo Ileto, it was created not
simply by prominent professors and students stationed in the United States, but also by
challenges from local Southeast Asian scholars. This was variously called Asia-centric or
nationalist historiography, and was seen as a response to the Eurocentrism and Orientalism of
late colonial historiography.

How did Yamamoto face such an academic controversy between West and East? Or
what was his position? This presentation will focus on his ambiguous position in studying
Southeast Asian history which were created by Japan’s defeat in WWII and the subsequent
occupation of Japan by the US, which put Japan back on the “right” track of Western
democracy.
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6th Session
Can Cooperatives Improve the Incomes of Rubber Smallholders in Thailand?
A Case Study in Chumphon Province

Suttipong Angthong (Graduate School of Asian and African
Area Studies, Kyoto University) and FUJITA Koichi (Center
for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University)

Smallholders are the major planters of the Para rubber tree (Hevea brasiliensis) in
tropical Asia. One challenge they face is having to overcome the disadvantages of
rubber processing and marketing; accordingly, organizing smallholders into
cooperatives has been a major policy objective. The Thai government established
smallholders’ cooperatives in the 1990s and granted them smokehouses for processing
latex into ribbed smoked sheets (RSSs). More than two decades have passed since
then; the cooperatives’ market share in the rubber processing/marketing industry has
meanwhile declined to only 5% amid an accelerated growth in the private sector. This
study aims to assess the impact of processing and marketing activities among
Thailand’s rubber cooperatives, based on a case study in Chumphon province. It was
discovered that the profit per unit area (rai) from rubber production was significantly
higher for cooperative members than for non-members, which was primarily due to the
higher prices of rubber offered by these cooperatives. This became possible because
cooperatives produced higher-quality RSS than the private sector, which had to
purchase unsmoked sheets (USSs) from a large number of rubber smallholders. Our
regression analysis showed that cooperative membership ensured a higher profit per rai
of 1,407 baht. It was also found that member households earned 50% higher total
household income than non-members. In rubber production, the members depended
more on hired labor, such as tappers, while allocating a major proportion of their
family labor to other work opportunities, especially to non-rubber agricultural
activities, which are more profitable considering the current low prices of rubber
worldwide.



6th Session
Local Acceptance and Municipal Solid Waste Treatment Sites in Thailand:
Operation and Constraints of Local Acceptance Creation

Poome Petkanjanapong (Graduate school of Integrated
science for global society, Kyushu University)

Today, demonstrations and violence against municipal solid waste treatment sites
(MSW treatment sites) are common in Thailand as well as many other countries,
especially developing countries. Low level of local acceptance of the sites is a major
reason behind these conflicts. Extensive fieldwork in Thailand addressed this research
question concerning the key structures and factors that create local acceptance of MSW
treatment sites through a thorough investigation on three cases in Thailand: Nonthaburi
Provincial, Phitsanulok Municipal, and Phuket Municipal. These three MSW treatment
sites encountered local resistance in the past, but they now coexist with local
communities. Therefore, it is important and valid to ask why that change occurred.
Data were collected mainly through interviewing people in the waste treatment site’s
surrounding communities, local leaders, and government agencies. With this study, we
attempt to understand how the surrounding communities’ acceptance of the waste
treatment sites arose.

In this study, the local acceptance can be separated into 3 main components
—focusing projects (waste treatment sites), acceptance givers (local communities), and
quality of acceptance. Even though MSW treatment sites share some characteristics
with other kinds of public service sites, they also contain unique characteristics, which
are the risk of environmental and health damage, limited distance from the
municipalities, and negative perceptions of waste treatment sites. This study also
shows the determination of locals at each waste treatment site according to
administrative units, such as sub-districts or villages. Sometimes, this method of
determination does not reflect the sites’ stakeholders. Last, this study shows that
quality of local acceptance of waste treatment sites can be observed as community
opinions about the waste treatment site, and this quality can be indicated through the
results of community meetings, local referendums, and community movements against
MSW treatment sites.

Various factors that affect local acceptance quality have been found in this
study; however, negative impacts on local people and reasonable local benefits from



the site are two significant factors. Regarding negative impacts on local communities,
obvious pollution, such as smell or contamination of water, only raises local people’s
concern when it affects their health and assets. However, some invisible pollution, such
as dioxin, concerned local people less. Local benefits can come in intentional or
unintentional forms. Unintentional local benefits are partly created by the site’s
economic activities, such as job positions in waste management, and intentional local
benefits are provided by local governments or the waste treatment site in order to
increase local acceptance, such as extra money from the government, community funds,
and informal help from site managers. Local involvement might not affect local
acceptance directly; however, it can increase the efficiency of negative impact
reduction and local benefit distribution. Through local involvement, the sites can
manage their resources to minimize negative impacts on surrounding communities and
provide incentive compensations that locals need.

Another finding is that national regulations and government plans also affect
the local acceptance of waste treatment sites through local benefits and negative impact
control. Regulation of local governance in Thailand does not allow local governments
to use their budgets outside their territories. However, in reality, most big
municipalities place their waste treatment places outside their territories because
landfills, which are the most common waste treatment technology in Thailand, require
huge space. According to regulations, it is difficult for the municipality to compensate
or give incentives to local people near the sites. In contrast, provincial waste treatment
sites do not have the same constraints, so it is easier to gain local acceptance for them.
In order to fix this limitation, Thailand master plan for domestic waste management
2016 promotes the provincial system of waste treatment to replace the municipal
system.

To conclude, a high level of local acceptance is the key to success in public
service operations. The structures and related factors that affect the quality of
acceptance are highly context-dependent. In the case of waste treatment sites in
Thailand, small obvious negative impacts and reasonable benefits from waste
treatment sites were two main factors for winning local acceptance; at the same time,
national constraints, such as regulations and government policy, also affect local
acceptance.
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Old Wine in New Bottle: TNI Domestic Security Role after Reformasi

Adhi Priamarizki (Graduate School of Inter-
national Relations, Ritsumeikan University)

The fall of Suharto regime in 1998 did not only produce political reform (Reformasi
era), but also forced the Indonesian armed forces (TNI) to embrace military reform.
The TNI implemented military reform, including separation between the military and
police as well as defense and domestic security matters. Twenty years after Reformasi,
the Indonesian military keeps playing a part in domestic security role, especially
through the army’s territorial command structure. Furthermore, the existence of proper
regulations, particularly the People’s Consultative Assembly (MPR) Decree Year 2000
on Separation of TNI and National Police (POLRI) and 2004 Law on TNI, have been
proven incapable of preventing the military encroachment to internal warfare. Then the
question is why such persistence involvement kept occurring? Existing literatures
primarily indicate regulation loopholes as the culprit of this intrusion. However, closer
examination reveals that the trespass to domestic security territory in the
post-Reformasi period has been commonly ensued since before the ratification of 2004
Law on TNI which displays the existence of better regulations in reality did not
prevent the involvement. This article attempts to fill the gap in the current studies by
looking at the benefits of doing domestic security role for the Indonesian military. The
examination on the advantages of TNI involvement in internal security realm unfolds
the military domestic warfare role increases the military’s political influence. The gain
is paramount for the military as it serves as a political bargaining tool for the armed
forces to resist further reform or even revert the current one and an instrument to
execute shady economic activities. This study has twofold objectives. The first is to
enhance study of civil-military relations in Indonesia. The second objective is to
contribute to the discussion on military engagement in domestic security which mainly

dominated by study on Latin America militaries.



