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Southeast Asian Studies in the 1960s and the
Making of Pasyon and Revolution
Reynaldo C. Ileto
(National University of Singapore)

When I arrived in Ithaca, New York, in the fall
of 1967 to begin my graduate studies in Southeast
Asian history and anthropology, I was politically
and intellectually naive. Little did I know that I
would be entering a war zone of ideas,
perspectives, approaches and methodologies. This
war was itself a microcosm of bigger, deadlier wars
played out in almost all parts of Southeast Asia,
but most intensely felt in Vietnam.

I learned about the history and shape of the
battlefield that was Southeast Asian Studies
through my encounters with various scholars who
now are regarded as the pioneers of this field of
studies. In this presentation, I shall explore my
books and photos of the 1960s and identify these
major characters. I shall begin with D.G.E. Hall,
my first real teacher of Southeast Asian history,
who also unwittingly revealed to his students the
combat he was waging in Burmese historiography.
From Hall, I move on to other well-known figures



such as Wolters, Kahin, Benda, Mus, Smail,
Geertz, Anderson and Sarkisyanz. But the names
I will bring up are not just of “Western scholars.”
Included in my presentation are names of no less
pioneering scholars such as Agoncillo, Htin Aung,
Majul, de la Costa, and Sartono.

I do not intend to be comprehensive in my
presentation on the Southeast Asianists of the
1960s and early 1970s. These are just the people I
got to know and whose work I read as a graduate
student. This talk is not meant to construct a “hall
of fame” for Southeast Asian Studies, although the
younger generation of scholars should take note of
the pioneers in their field. Rather, what I am
interested in are the differences, tensions, and
skirmishes among the 1960s scholars that
actually led to a productive era in Southeast Asian
studies during the 1970s. My dissertation and
eventual book, Pasyon and Revolution, was an
offshoot of this lively era.

With the Japanese translation of Pasyon and
Revolution published just last September, we
might want to lock at not just the contents and
ideas of the book but also the historical
conjuncture that engendered the book. We should
be asking not just what the book might mean to us
today, but also what the era of the 1960s and
1970s might mean to us.

* Reynaldo C. Ileto, Pasyon and Revolution, Popular
Movements in the Philippines, 1840-1910. Quezon
City* Ateneo de Manila University, 1979, 1997 (under
University of Hawaii imprint), Sixth printing 2003.;
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