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The Second Wor!ld War and Southeast Asia: Philippines
Rico T. Jose

World War 11 in the Philippines has not received much attention by scholars
for various reasons. Partly because of the perceived iack of sources, the lack
of expertise in Japan and Japanese sources, the reluctance to explore a painful
experience that might tend to disturb Philippine-Japan relations; Philippine
scholars have instead chosen to work in other fields.

But there is an abundance of sources - many not yet tapped - in the Philip-
pines. There has so far been no systematic project to compile material relating
o the war and the Japanese occupation, but there are several libraries and
archival sources, apart from private collections and resource persons, which can

be used.
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So far, most work on the war has focused on the various guerrilla movements
and the political aspect on a national level. Local-level politics, society,
economy and a general view of the military aspects of the occupation have hardly
been touched. Culture has been written about, but popular - peasant - culture
and movements have been little studied. There is therefore much ground to be
covered; in the absence of definitive works, myths and overgeneralizations have,
as they continue, dominated the Filipino perception of the war.

One field not explored in depth is the problem of rice distribution in Mani-
la during the occupation. Owing to war conditions, the production of rice was
harmed; experiments in high-yield varieties were not successful and occupation
army soldiers provided for more mouths to feed. A shortage was thus foreseen
for Manila, and the Executive Commission took steps to alleviate the probiem.
Attempts at price control, controlling the transport of rice and rationing did
not function as well as planned. Demands of the Japanese army, cheating in
records of rations and supply, hoarding and corruption led to the gradual
increase in the price of rice. Attempts by the 1943 Philippine Republic to
correct these met with failure, owing to a lower rice crop in 1943, competition
with the Japanese Army, and rising inflation due to oversupply of money and a
general shortage of rice. With the return of the Americans to Philippine
waters, the quick rise of price and shortage of rice led to direct action by
civilians - either through planting substitute crops or else securing rice on
their own initiative, using whatever means - lega! or not - to acquire rice in
the provinces. Corruption, favoritism and opportunism worsened the supply situ-
ation, and for the poor, starvation set in. Faced with a de facto shortage,
government contro! measures proved of limited use.

Despite the physical and emotional damage wrought by the war, it left little
lasting impact on Philippine society, government and economy, all of which were
reconstructed along lines essentially similar to pre-war lines. However, pre-
war cpncepté of -authority - whether political or moral - were dealt strong

blows, which were to plague the post-war Philippines.
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First Circular
and Call for Papers

33rd
International Congress
of Asian and
North African Studies

on the campus of the
University of Toronto

ST

August 19-25, 1990

with the program theme

“Contacts between Cultures”
We will be grateful if you will publish the following notice
in your society’s journal or information bulletin:

The 33rd International Congress of Asian and North African
Studies (formerly International Congress of Orientalists) will take
place in Toronto August 19 through 25, 1990, on the campus of the
Universily of Toronto. The program theme is “Contacts between
Cultures.” To receive mailings concerning the Congress, please
wrile to the 33 ICANAS Secretariat, c/o Profs. Tulia Ching and
Willard Oxtoby, Victoria College, University of Toronto, Toronto
M5S iK7, Canada.

Any scholar wishing to present a paper should write to the
Congress Secretariat enclosing a 75- to 150-word abstract, on the
basis of which a formal invitation may bs issued. The officlal tain-
guages of the Congress are English and French.

For more than a cenwry, s¢rs study-
ing Asian civilizadons have Bmﬂ%oé_% few
ycars in what used (o be calied the Intcrna-
tional Congress of Oricatalists. Now known
a¢ the Internatonsl Congress of Asian and
Nosth African Swdies, the mectngs have
been held most recently in Jupan in 1983

and Germany in 1986.

Canada is host 1o the next Congress, in
the third weck of August, 1990.  Spedifi-
cally, the scssions will take place on the
campus of the University of Toronto. The
university is located centrally in the city of
Toronto, onc of the world’s most progres-
sive and cosmopolitan citics, Recasonably
priced accommodation during the week will
be available in student residence rooms in
the University. Comfortable hotels are also
convenicnl to the campus.

The program theme is  “Contcls
between Cultures.” It will provide scope for
studics on the past or present intcraction of
different regions within Asia, as well as for
discussion of Asian cultural interaclion with
Europe; the Amcricas, or other 1cgions,

Ay scholar wishing to present a paper
should writc 1o the Congress Sccrcturial with
a lopic proposal and a 75- 10 150-word
abstract, on the basis of which a formal invi-
Lation to participats may be issucd.

The oificial languages of the Congress
arc English and French.

Regional Program Sections
(traditonal and modcm):

The Ancicnt Near East
The Arab world
Central Asia and Tibet
China

The Christian Qricnt
Hebrew and Jewish studics
Iranian studics

Japan

Korca

South Asia

Southcast Asia
Turkish studics

Some Themaltic Program Scssions:

Art and archacology
Computers in Asian studics
Law

Library scicnce

Migration and acculturation
Trade and comnmerce
Traditional Asian medicine
Traditional Asian music

To receive future mailings con-
cerning the Congiess please write to
the Secretariat, 33rd International
Congress of Asian and North African
Studies, c/o Prof. Julia Ching, Vic-
toria College, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ontario M5S 1K7, Canada.

Convenors;

Profs. Julia Ching and Willard G, Oxloby
University of Toronto





