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Checking Manugye(1782) with Manugye(1874) and Manuyin(1875)

Than Tun

Manu Yin Akye (Original Manu Explained), popularly known an Manugye, was supposed to
have been compiled during the reign of Alaungmintaya(1752-60), the founder of the Konbaung
dynasty of Burma. Manu is the name of a book of law or Dhammathat, used in Burma and the
Manu Yin (Original Manu) was edited with an English translation of the title of each section by
Tet-to and published in 1875. But in as early as 1847, D. Richardson, Assistant to the
Commissioner of Tennasserim, edited the Manu Yin Akye(Original Manu Explained) and
published it with an English translation. Unfortunately this 1847 Richardson edition of Manugye
is not available. The second edition appeared in 1874. It seemed that people put so much faith in
Richardson’s work that no one bothered to check it with other copies of the same work in palm
leaf manuscripts. As time went by, there is, so far as our knowledge goes, only one copy of the said
work is left (Dhammathat Collection No0.28, Accession No.6, National Library, Rangoon, Burma).
The Colophon of this manuscript mentions that the copy was finished on 24 June 1782. At the
present moment, there are a few scholars who are somewhat dissatisfied with Richardson’s
English translation of it. That prompts them to chack his edition with the National Library’s MS6
Dh28. Fortunately Mr. Ryuji Okudaira of the Indo-chinese Department of the Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies has an authenticated copy of it and we thank him for permission to use it here
for this paper. When a check is made between Manugye 1782 and Manugye 1874, we find that part
of chapter one and chapters three and sixteen of Manugye 1782 are missing in Manugye 1874. The
missing parts are considered as fairly important because they deal with :
1 the institute of king,
2 the office of the judges who try both civil and criminal cases,
3 the various kinds of evidence and the way to administer an oath to an evidence so that he
wouldsay nothing but the truth,
the importance of the Manu Dhammathat,
the difference between Dhammathat, Papathat and Razathat,
the prisoners of war as slaves,
the seizure of religious land by king,

the nature of a religious sermon not meant for a public gathering,

O 00 =) Oy Ul bk

the distribution of water in an irrigated land,

10 the libel,

11 the idea of compromise after the maxim “minimise a great offence and mitigate a lesser one”,
and

12 the consideration that a judge should be careful escape punishment in hell for some wrong

decisions he made in present life.
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